
Why we should oppose a fossil 
fuel power plant in Nicetown?

        Plan for a Natural Gas Plant



SEPTA’S PLAN
●  $26.8 million 8.6 megawatt Combined 

Heat & Power (CHP) Plant at SEPTA's 
Midvale Complex in Nicetown 

● Would partially power Regional Rail 
trains north of the Temple stop, and 
heat the Midvale Bus Garage 

● Noresco - contractor designing the 
plant 

● Proposed for financing under the 
Pennsylvania Guaranteed Energy 
Savings Act 

● the plant could be operational within 
a year (or 2?) 



What we want instead

●A process for public input 
●A health study with a process for public review 

and comment 
●An analysis of the alternatives if SEPTA sees a 

need for short term backup power 
●A long term plan for getting to 100% renewables



Why does SEPTA say they want this?

● Resilience 

● Reduce Emissions 

 Health related pollutants

 CO2 – Climate change 

● Cost Savings / Efficiency 



Resilience

SEPTA says this is the primary goal 

Superstorm Sandy cited as example  

Response 

Minimal if any history of outages caused by PECO failures 

 Not an short term issue – so let’s take the long view 

Don’t build a fossil fuel plant as a solution to climate change caused by fossil fuels



Emissions Reduction / Improve Air Quality

   SEPTA originally said the plant would reduce emissions at the site 

• Gas footprint may be comparable to coal when methane leakage is 
included 

• Much of local PECO energy comes from nuclear which has no 
emissions 

Now SEPTA says additional hybrid buses in the fleet will reduce diesel 
emissions in the neighborhood over the next five years, and that retiring 
boilers used to heat the bus depot will reduce emissions 

Future plans to add more bus facilities to the site may offset



Pollution linked to natural gas is harmful to 
our health 

The use of natural gas produces pollutants like: 

NOx - precursor to smog -- asthma is aggravated by 
smog.  

CO2 - a greenhouse gas that causes climate change 
Methane - an even worse greenhouse gas 
Particulates -  that get into our lungs and blood 

streams. 
Ultrafine Particles can travel into the central nervous 

system via the olfactory nerve

SEPTA says a tall stack will disperse the pollutants across a wide area 
 36,000 people live within a one mile radius



Natural Gas contributes to Climate Change 

What does Climate Change look like in Philly? 

● Increasingly hotter summers, puts people at 

higher risk of heat related health problems 

● Higher risk of hazardous air days 

● More frequent and intense summer storms 

● Higher risk of flooding during summer storms 



Cost Savings

Renewable energy will get cheaper 

As will battery technology 

Natural gas will become more expensive 

SEPTA would commit to buy natural gas for 20 years  

5 years at fixed rate 

Remaining years based on market rate



Efficiency

CHP is considered efficient because byproduct heat is put to use 

SEPTA has limited use for the heat 

In conversation, SEPTA says there is a long term plan to build new bus facilities at the 
location that would use more of the heat



Campaign So Far  

• Gathered 50 endorsements from organizations including Northwest Neighbors of 
Germantown, Edward T Steel Public School, Interfaith Power & Light, Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, Clean Air Council, Sierra Club 

• 1,000 petition signatures 
• Meetings in the community, newspaper articles 
• Met with SEPTA management once - were assured information would be shared, but 

none has been 
• Seeking support from elected officials -- Rep. Rosita Youngblood has written to SEPTA 

opposing the plant 
• Spoken at SEPTA board meetings and delivered endorsement letter 
          Septa does not respond 

• One positive note: SEPTA issued an RFI to seek solar power for future projects



QUESTIONS

Why does SEPTA want to build this plant? 

Where is the plant proposal? 

 Will the public get to review it 

Where is the “health study”? 

 Will the public get to review it 

Why won’t SEPTA respond to a letter signed by 50 organizations?



What we want instead

●A process for public input 
●A health study with a process for public review 

and comment 
●An analysis of the alternatives if SEPTA sees a 

need for short term backup power 
●A long term plan for getting to 100% renewables


