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Virus aside, celebrations
of all sorts in East Falls!
The coronavirus pandemic didn’t stop some important but fully
COVID-19 consistent celebrations from taking place in East Falls to
mark important milestones.  Above, do these ladies look happy to be fin-
ished with school, at least for the time being?  Jefferson University grad-
uates MacKenzie Price (left), Chloe O’Neill (center, seated on the Ram)
and Logan Czachowski wave to their families and friends and East Falls
NOW free-lance photographer Beth Hymel. Below, entirely compliant
with social distance and facemask needs, Mary McDow wasn’t going to
let the virus interfere with the celebration of her graduation from Temple
University’s Beasley School of Law.  Mary and her sons Luis (left) and Ale-
jo gathered with a few friends at the McMichael Park War Memorial to
mark the occasion.  

Voters face fewer polling places June 2

F
allsers will face a vastly
altered landscape in the
Tuesday, June 2 prima-

ry election, as the city has
eliminated almost 80 percent
of its polling places because of
issues related to the coron-
avirus crisis.  

The Board of City Commis-
sioners has reduced the num-
ber of polling sites citywide
from 831 to 190.  

The Commissioners acted
after election board officials,
many of them seniors, indicat-
ed they would not work due to

the COVID-19 pandemic.  In
addition, many voters applied
to vote by mail after the State
Legislature authorized mail-in
voting and no-excuse absentee
voting earlier this year, well
before the virus crisis sur-
faced.  Those applications
were due May 26.

For those who do vote in
person, special precautions
will be taken in light of the
health crisis.  Election officials
will wear masks and gloves.
Voters will be required to stay
socially distanced except when
signing the poll book.  Hand
sanitizer will be available.

by Mary Flournoy

(Continued on page 6)

Mifflin resorts to distance learning

P
hiladelphia school stu-
dents began formal, com-
puter-based distance

learning on May 4, after a
four-week hiatus in instruction
caused by coronavirus restric-
tions.

The District sought to pro-
vide more than 80,000
Chromebook computers to stu-

dents needing them. And so, a
novel phase of public education
began in the City.

How has it gone so far? A
small sampling of families
attending the Mifflin School
gives some evidence, and it’s
encouraging.

Principal Leslie Mason
believes the instruction is
working. About 90 percent of
her students have internet
access, and the rollout of

Chromebooks went well. The
instruction model is a combina-
tion of group instruction (using
Zoom-like technology) and indi-
vidualized instruction carried
on by teachers.

Mason points out that dis-
tance learning is stressful for
teachers, working with a white
board instead of a classroom of
children.  Initial response on

(Continued on page 10)

by Tom Smith

I
n spite of fierce communi-
ty opposition, East Falls
resident and Board of

Education President Joyce
Wilkerson cast the deciding
vote to allow Laboratory
Charter to move to East Falls.

In their first application
last year, Lab Charter peti-
tioned the Philadelphia
School Board to move all
1,000 of its K-8 students to
3300 Henry Ave. After being
denied, and in the face of
strong community opposition
to the move, the school
changed its application and
asked the School Board to

allow it to move approximate-
ly 500 sixth through eighth
grade students to the site, at
the rear of the Henry Ave.
property.

The School Board consid-
ered the application at its
April 30 meeting and
approved the application,
allowing Lab Charter to move

by Carla Lewandowski, Ph.D.,

President, Friends of Mifflin 

(Continued on page 8)

Board of Ed. ignores community on Lab Charter

EFDC adds ParkMobile; starts corridors clean-up 

I
n a move to make its park-
ing lot under the Twin
Bridges more convenient

for users, the East Falls
Development Corporation
(EFDC) has announced the
introduction of “contactless”
parking on the lot between
Kelly Dr. and Ridge Ave.

Instead of having to use a
credit card to process each
individual parking fee,
patrons now can open the
ParkMobile or MeterUp app
on their cell phones and
search for ZONE 26101 and
pay in the comfort of their car.

“We’re thrilled to bring this
convenience to East Falls resi-
dents and businesses,” said

Heidi Grunwald, chair of the
EFDC board.

“As we all continue to navi-
gate the immediate and long-
term impact of COVID-19 and
emerging social distancing
practices,” Grunwald said,
“contactless parking and pay-
ment reduce the need for close
contact while still encouraging
residents to park and shop
locally.” 

East Falls residents who
have not used ParkMobile
before can find the app on
their cell phones in the Apple
App Store or in Google Play.
The app requires you to attach
a valid method of payment in
advance of using the service.
It’s a free, one-time set up. ParkMobile has arrived at the

EFDC’s parking lot under the Twin
Bridges.

by Jim Multari

(Continued on page 8)

Voters have until 8 pm Tuesday, June 2 to
leave their mail-in ballot in this mailbox
on the South side of City Hall, by the
statue of Octavius V. Cato, 19th-century
educator, intellectual and civil rights
leader who was assassinated in 1871 on
his way to vote on Election Day.  
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215-848-6433
corner of Fisk Ave. & Dobson St.

HOURS: 11 AM-10PM

10% o� orders of $15 or more when you mention this ad

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. 
Sodas. Groceries

Fast Pick-up or Delivery Service

The Straface Family has been serving East Falls
Since 1945

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. 

Great Pizza Since 1945

Your June 2020 East Falls NOW Calendar
With the coronavirus pandemic entering

its third month, the best we can do is to use

masks, wash our hands, stay six feet apart

and visit the East Falls NOW Restaurant and

Business Guide on Page 11. Use this guide to

help our neighborhood eateries by ordering

take-out or delivery. We’ll do our best to keep

it up to date at www.eastfallscommunity.org

and in our East Falls Community Council’s

weekly emails. If you don’t get them, drop us

a line with your email address at info@east

fallscommunity.org.

In addition to the restaurants listed in the

East Falls NOW Restaurant and Business

Guide, the East Falls Farmers Market con-

tinues with its 11 am to 1 pm Saturday hours

under the Twin Bridges.

Order and pay in advance at www.east

fallsfarmersmarket.com. Customers who

cannot do credit card or e-payments should

contact David Dettmann at eastfallsfar

ersmarket@gmail.com.

PHS garden
contest

goes all photo

T
he Philadelphia Horti-
cultural Society invites
all gardeners to compete

in the PHS June 2020 Gar-
dening Contest – an all-photo
event due to the COVID-19
pandemic. 

For the first time PHS is
offering a Photography Work-
shop series in the contest. The
last of the free workshops will
cover Photography Essentials:
Post Processing Your Garden
and Interior Plantscape pho-
tos, at 11:30 am Thursday,
June 4. 

Register for the workshop
and register for the gardening
contest at phsonline.com.  If
you are a PHS member, you
can use the same link to reg-
ister to be a judge. 

All types of gardens are
welcome in the contest, which
will be judged entirely by
photographs.

Entries are welcome in
three categories:

• Outdoor Home Gardens,
including container gardens;

• Public Space and Commu-
nity Gardens; and,

• Indoor Houseplant Gar-
dens – new this year.

The deadline to submit pho-
tos is June 22.  For more
information call 215-988-
8897.

W
hile the coronavirus
crisis temporarily has
sidelined the two-per-

son patrols performed by East
Falls Town Watch throughout
the community, Town Watch
remains active in other ways.

TW members are conducting
virtual meetings and patrolling
solo.  They continue to docu-
ment and report safety, light-
ing and graffiti observations to
311 and 911, and to monitor
results.

They also are removing graf-
fiti and illegal signs and con-
ducting clean-ups of those
parts of the neighborhood that
need it the most.

A recent example of activity
during COVID-19 was Town
Watch’s effort to help resolve a
dispute between neighbors over
parking spots in the municipal
parking lot at Frederick and
Stanton Sts.

It seems that some neighbors
were under the impression that
they could reserve spaces by
painting lines and names on
the lot.  Other neighbors said,
“not so.”

The “not so’s” were right.

After being contacted by an
area resident, EF Town Watch
in turn contacted Officer Joe
Lulkaitis of the 39th Police
District and asked for his medi-
ation assistance.  Lukaitis met
with the neighbors and made it
clear that city parking lots do
not include reserved spots.

As a result, the neighbors
who had hoped to keep their
unauthorized front-row spaces
instead painted over the lines.
Lukaitis said that he has asked
the Philadelphia Parking
Authority to monitor the lot.

EFTW’s next third-Saturday-
of-the-month “Litter Crew
Ahead” clean-up is set for 9 am
to 3 pm on June 20.  The effort
is a flexible approach to com-
munity clean-up during the
COVID-19 time.

Mary Jane Fullam, TW Pres-
ident, said the all-day hours
allow participants to select the
hour or two during which they
want to work alone or together
observing safe social distance
guidelines.

Bags, gloves and safety vests
will be left on the porch of
EFTW at 3540 Indian Queen

Ln., along with a list of blocks
and community areas in which
volunteers can select to work.
The blocks and areas also will
be published in the weekly
emails from the East Falls
Community Council.

Volunteers should bring their
own masks and pick up materi-

als anytime during the 9 am to
3 pm hours.  They can return
the collected refuse to the TW
porch. 

EFTW continues to hold
monthly meetings via Zoom.
This month’s meeting will be at
7 pm Thursday, June 11.  Citi-
zens should contact the Town
Watch office at 215-848-2033
for log-in information if they

want to participate.
Neighbors also are invited to

participate in teleconferencing
calls with 39th Police District
officials.  These replace the in-
person meetings that took
place pre-COVID-19.

This month’s meetings will
be with Lt. Sean Bascom at 6
pm Wednesday, June 17 and
with Capt. Anthony Ginaldi at
6 pm Monday, June 22.  The
call-in numbers for both tele-
conference meetings is 605-
313-5071, code 9416071#. 

The 39th Police District,
EFTW and East Fall NOW are
joining to promote information
about food banks established to
meet coronavirus- needs.  Per-
sons in need of food can pick up
parcels:

• Starting at 11 am Wednes-
days at the 39th headquarters,
22nd St. and Hunting Park
Ave.;

• Starting at 10 am Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays
at 22nd and Clearfield Sts.;

• Starting at 10 pm Mondays
and Wednesdays at Triumph
Baptist Church, 1648 Hunting
Park Ave.;

• Starting at 10 am Mondays
and Wednesdays at Simon
Gratz High School, German-
town and Hunting Park Aves.;
and,

• Starting at 10 am Mondays
and Thursdays at Happy Hol-
low Recreation Center, 4600
Wayne Ave.

All distributions operate
until the supply of food is
exhausted, usually around 12
noon or 1 pm

Town Watch works through COVID-19 crisis

A
story in the May
issue of East Falls
NOW credited Le

Bus restaurant with donat-
ing box lunches to mem-
bers of the 39th Police
District during an event
sponsored by the Friends of
McMichael Park on April
24.  In fact, the lunches
were prepared by Le Bus,
and paid for by the Friends
of McMichael Park.

A clarification

Sign had been graffitied but cleaned up by EF Town Watch



B
y the time you read this
we will have shared the
experience of the coron-

avirus pandemic for almost
three months.

During those three months
we have been in session in Har-
risburg for many days of those
weeks -- a record number of
consecutive weeks, in my expe-
rience.

Please know I am truly will-
ing to work 24/7 on behalf of
my constituents; especially at
such an urgent time.  My point
of frustration has been the
myriad proposed pieces of legis-
lation that have been intro-
duced and voted on during this
time.  The sole goal of this leg-
islation is to undermine the
Governor’s executive powers
during this emergency – emer-
gency powers granted by the

General Assembly, albeit not
this General Assembly.

I imagine that the General
Assembly that granted these
powers was a body made up of

state senators and state repre-
sentatives who talked to each
other and not at each other; a
General Assembly that worked
diligently with a Governor to
identify the priorities for the
commonwealth and a magni-
tude of order that was for the

greater good of our citizens; a
General Assembly composed of
members who would not say,
after the fact, “Gee, I wish I did
not have to put up that bad
vote.”

I can provide, and have on
many occasions, chapter and
verse of examples of a General
Assembly that is not function-
ing to the best of our ability to
serve our constituents.  

On too many session days,
and in too many committee
meetings, it is only about win-
ning.  Too many times, I have
seen a bill bottled up -- not
because of insufficient votes to
vote the bill out of committee,
but because the majority of
votes needed to pass the bill
must come from the majority
party.  Whipped votes (a pre-
count of how members will
vote) do not include minority
party members.

What is the cause of this dys-
function?  What is the remedy?

Gerrymandering has greatly
contributed to this polarization,
gridlock and skewed outcomes
of the legislative process.  

Yes, gerrymandering has
been around since the early

1800s.  Yes, no system of
redrawing lines to determine
the district boundaries for the
state senate, state house and
congress is fool-proof.  

However, we can identify bet-
ter processes used successfully
by other states, and I have
been a staunch member of the
effort to bring such reform to
Pennsylvania.

The establishment of an
Independent Redistricting
Commission to draw legislative
boundaries would take this
critical task out of the hands of
elected officials who are direct-
ly impacted by the redrawing of
district lines.  

My first year as your state
representative, 2011, was a
redistricting year.  I was horri-
fied at the process.  It was
opaque, and I witnessed my
colleagues arguing over which
voting divisions and neighbor-
hoods they wanted in their dis-
tricts.

Citizens need only look at
how gerrymandered our dis-
tricts are throughout the state
and in Philadelphia, too.  I
have an album of such gerry-
mandered districts on Face-

book.  One exception is the cur-
rent U.S. congressional dis-
tricts because the League of
Women Voters, Fair Districts
and the Public Interest Law
Center of Philadelphia sued the
commonwealth in 2017 over
the egregious gerrymander of
the congressional districts and
won.  However, those fair dis-
tricts will go away in 2021
unless an independent redis-
tricting commission is estab-
lished.

I have worked tirelessly for a
committee vote of HB22, HB23
and HB2327.  These bills
would establish an independent
redistricting commission.  This
reform would produce more
competitive races in the state
senate, representative and con-
gressional races.

If races were more competi-
tive candidates would have to
appeal to a broader number of
citizens,  not just to a narrow
base on the far left or far right.
If candidates were elected with
a broader base of support, their
decisions, once in office, would
be more moderate.  Elected offi-
cials would be talking to each
other and not at each other.  

Just as importantly, the Gen-
eral Assembly would not have
made it a goal in the past three
months to undermine the Gov-
ernor’s duly granted executive
powers in the middle of this
pandemic.

The primary election is Tues-
day, June 2nd.  My hope, as
always, is an engaged citizenry.
Without that engagement elect-
ed officials could be less
inclined to feel accountable.  

Please know that yours truly
is accountable regardless of
turnout – if not I would not be
hosting my 96th town hall at 7
pm Thur., June 18.  Join me at
facebook\repdelissio. 

Stay well.  Let’s continue the
dialogue.  This topic, and hope-
fully this pandemic, is time
limited and time sensitive, as
our next redistricting will be in
2021.
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Pam’s 

Viewpoint

by St. Rep. Pamela A. DeLissio

Some questions as Lab Charter prepares to teach in East Falls

O
ur neighbor Carla
Lewandowski does a
great job on Page 1

reporting on the Board of Edu-
cation’s decision to allow -- in
spite of strong community
objection -- Laboratory Char-
ter School of Communication
and Languages to move as
many as 1,000 students into a
building at the rear of 3300
Henry Ave., bordering on
Scotts Ln.

Prior to the COVID-19 world
the building was used by stu-
dents from the Pierce Elemen-
tary School.  Pierce’s
kindergarten through sixth
grade students were bused to
East Falls because their own
building was closed for
asbestos remediation.

All okay, except for the
School District’s initial hands-
off approach to allowing its
bus vendor to roll up seven
busses at dismissal time every
day – one bus for each grade.

The busses would sit on
Crawford and Conrad Sts.
with their engines idling until
the air was unbreathable.  At
the same time, the bus drivers
would block the cars of local
residents, telling them to
“come back in 15 minutes” if
they wanted to free their vehi-
cle.

No need to debate the folly

of that policy, I hope.
For months the private bus

vendor and the School Dis-
trict’s Office of Transportation
were completely unresponsive
to pleadings from neighbors
and the East Falls Community
Council.  

EFCC pushed the School
District.  We enlisted Council-
man Curtis Jones’ office to
help with the push.  And the
neighbors asked TV news-

rooms to video the outrageous
situation.  Finally, the School
District paid attention and
assigned staff to stage the
arrival of the buses at dis-
missal time so that the buses
did not idle or block parked
cars on the streets.

Then came the coronavirus,
and no more school.

In the meantime, Lab Char-
ter was making plans to move
into the property this coming
September.

But the school’s officials had

done next to nothing in the
way of the required outreach
to the community about its
plans.  

I recall the school’s Chief
Executive Officer, Dr. Andrea
Coleman-Hill, explaining to
me on the telephone that the
school did reach out by posting
a flyer in the restaurant where
it planned to meet with the
community.

I also recall suggesting to
Dr. Coleman Hill that one fly-
er in one restaurant does not
qualify as community out-
reach.  And I extended her an
invitation to appear before the
EFCC.

Ultimately Lab Charter’s
application first came before
the Board of Education on
April 25, 2019.  The Board’s
Charter Schools office recom-
mended passage of the appli-
cation, in spite of the school’s
shaky finances.  Some $6 mil-
lion taxpayer dollars remain
missing after the school’s for-
mer CEO and her colleagues
went on trial on a slew of
charges.  The case was dis-
missed because the CEO’s
lawyer claimed his client suf-
fered from dementia.

At the EFCC’s April 2019
meeting, the Board’s Charter
Schools Office seemed uncon-
cerned about Lab Charter’s

failure to consult with the
community, the presence of
open seats at a perfectly fine
public school in East Falls --
Mifflin -- and the Board’s own
tenuous financial situation.

The President of the Board,
Joyce Wilkerson – by coinci-
dence a resident of East Falls
– at that meeting moved that
the Board “indefinitely” delay
consideration of the applica-
tion because of Lab Charter’s
failure to conduct community
outreach.  The board members
agreed to do so.

Fast forward to EFCC’s
March 2020 general member-
ship meeting.  Dr. Coleman
Hill and her colleagues pre-
sented Lab Charter’s plans as
they readied to approach the
School Board again.

EFCC members questioned
Dr. Coleman Hill about buses.
She didn’t win any converts by
saying that the busing plan
would be up to the private
vendor and the School District.
Neighbors remembered how
difficult it was to get a
response regarding the busses
used by Pierce students.

Per Carla’s report on Page 1,
one month ago Lab Charter
popped up again at the School
Board’s internet-conducted
April 30 meeting.  This time,
the board voted 5 to 4 to

approve the school’s applica-
tion, with Wilkerson providing
the deciding vote.  

Nothing had changed
regarding open seats at Mifflin
and the School District’s
finances.  In fact, the COVID-
19 pandemic deepened the dis-
trict’s budget crisis.

So, we’re left with questions:
Even if we grant that some

reasonable number of charter
schools are necessary as an
option to other public schools,
should there be a limit on how
many we have in light of the
School District’s financial
woes?  We’ll even recognize
that the City and the School
District can’t do whatever it
wants because of pressures
from the legislature in Harris-
burg.

Is it our imagination that
the district’s Charter Schools
Office too indiscriminately
says “yes” to applications?

Should we have to fight the
school district when its busses
make life unlivable on Craw-
ford and Conrad Sts., or any
streets in our community?

And while we don’t expect
special treatment, should we
at least expect a response to
these questions because the
President of the Board of Edu-
cation is a neighbor?

A message from the 

EFCC 
President

by Bill Epstein

COVID-19 demonstrates the need for redistricting reform

EFCC sets Zoom meeting for

June 8; Nominations remain open

The East Falls Commu-
nity Council has sched-
uled a community-wide
virtual meeting for 7 pm
Monday, June 8,  The
Zoom link will be posted
on the EFCC’s web page,
www.eastfallscommun
ity.org, prior to the
meeting.

With a lack of in-per-
son meetings due to the
coronavirus pandemic,
the process remains open
to nominate officers for

the 2020-21 EFFC year.
Persons interested in
running for EFFC office
should indicate so by
emailing info@east
fallscommunity.org.

Nominations for all
offices are open: Presi-
dent, Vice President for
Zoning, Vice President
for Events, Treasurer,
Recording Secretary, Cor-
responding Secretary and
Members of the Execu-
tive Committee-at-large. 



W
ith summer beginning
on June 20th, the
grilling season is

underway.
To enhance the flavor of

grilled foods, add aromatic
wood chips to the coals.  Soak
the chips in water for an hour
beforehand. 

You can impart distinctive
flavor by tossing over the coal
a small handful of dried herbs
such as rosemary, sage, tar-
ragon or thyme.

Marinades are a do-ahead

method that infuses flavor to
pork, beef, seafood and poultry.

Keep in mind, however,
these protein-rich foods con-
tain bacteria. So never use
the marinade for basting
unless it has been boiled. Be
aware containers can react to
citrus and wine, so marinate
only in glass, stainless steel
or food-grade plastic.

These marinades will add
some spirit to your grilled
foods:

• Vodka Marinade
This is particularly 
delicious on salmon filets.

½ cup olive oil
1/3 cup vodka
1 tablespoon ground 
black pepper
Mix ingredients together.

Marinate four salmon filets 
in the refrigerator for 
30 minute.

• Margarita Marinade
This is superb for shrimp.
½ cup tequila
¼ cup fresh lime juice
½ can orange juice 
concentrate
2 teaspoons olive oil
Combine ingredients and 
marinate 1½ pounds of 
shrimp in the refrigerator 
for 30 minutes.

• Lager Marinade
Try this on beef or pork.
One bottle lager beer
½ cup fresh lime juice
1/3 cup olive oil
¼ cup chopped, fresh 
cilantro
2 tablespoons light 
brown sugar
1 tablespoon Worcestershire 
sauce
1 small onion, sliced
Mix first six ingredients 
together. Add onion slices.
Marinate meat for 
30 minutes.
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Food market at
Tilden and Vaux

The NouVaux
Market Co.
(215) 438 7600

Follow us for the latest specials

McMichael Park: from keg
parties to “Love Your Park”

N
ancy and I have lived
“park side” on Midvale
Ave. for 50 years this

month.
My earliest memory of the

park was looking out our bay
window to the meadow.  It
looked like a fairway.  A few
years later, we had a profes-
sional photo taken of our
daughter, Elizabeth, playing
in the park among the yellow
ground flowers.

The park, however, fell
upon bad times later in the
70s and 80s as upkeep was
neglected.  McMichael Park
became a destination for keg-
night drinking parties, and
the Turtle became a target for
beer bottles.

Drugs also were in evi-
dence, and a dead body was
dumped in the park.  Police
deemed it a bad business deal
gone wrong.  The centennial
year was a brief uptick in the
slide.

Help was on the way in the
trio of Alexis Franklin, Tom
Williams and Keith Shively.
My first recollection of their
early efforts were Keith and
Tom painting and repairing

the old in-ground benches and
scorching the weeds on the
cracks in the sidewalks.  The
formal Friends group was
conceived and established by
these best of neighbors. 

Our active participation in
the Love Your Park days has
slowed as we age, but our
appreciation for the effort has
not diminished.  The park
once again looks like a fair-
way.

A word or two about the
Turtle.  Our children and now
our grandchildren still make
periodic trips to visit the Tur-
tle.  My son, Daniel, gave us a
photo block that chronicles
their visits through the years.

Thanks again, Alexis, Tom,
Keith and the Friends of
McMichael Park for sharing
and caring for McMichael
Park.  It has been and
remains the treasure it is.

by Don Donaghy

Nancy and Don Donaghy’s grandchildren give Morton the Turtle a workout.

Turtle

Talk

Kitchen Corner: Use marinades to infuse flavor to meat, seafood and poultry

by Anne Farnese
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Powers & Weightman: a vanished East Falls industry

D
o you know where this

photograph was taken?
Do you know how long

Powers St. is?  Answers at the
end of this story.

Powers St. is named after
one of the founders of Powers
& Weightman, a chemical
manufacturing company
whose plant in East Falls
made a variety of pharmaceu-
ticals during the 19th and ear-
ly 20th Centuries.

One of the company’s most
profitable products was qui-
nine, and during the Civil
War Powers & Weightman
quinine might have saved
countless Union soldiers from
severe malaria as they fought
through the mosquito-ridden
Southern swamps.

Powers & Weightman pros-
pered mightily because it had
a de facto monopoly on qui-
nine.  At the time of the Civil
War, manufacturing quinine,
as opposed to refining it from
the bark of the cinchona tree,
was advanced technology; the
first practical chemical
method was developed by
French chemists in 1854, just
six years before the Civil War
began. The development of
quinine was, in fact, a major
landmark in pharmaceutical
chemistry.

A special issue of the trade
journal Chemical and Engi-
neering News published in
2005 listed quinine as one of
46 pharmaceuticals that
changed the world. 

John Powers and William

Weightman were employees of
the chemical firm Farr &
Kunzi.   John Farr was
Weightman’s uncle – and they
became co-owners of the com-
pany upon Farr’s death in
1847.  The new owners moved
the bulk of the company’s
manufacturing from its origi-
nal location at 9th and Par-
rish Sts. to East Falls, and
they located their new plant
on the hill that is the current
site of the Falls Ridge homes.

John Powers died in 1878.
The historical record isn’t
clear, but we assume that
Weightman bought out his
interest in Powers & Weight-
man from Powers’ estate.  In
1903, William Weightman
brought his daughter, Ann
Weightman Walker, into his
firm as a partner, and just one
year later, he died, leaving
Ann as the sole owner of the
prosperous enterprise.

Perhaps this was more than

Ann had bargained for,
because in 1905 she merged
her company with Rosen-
garten & Sons, another
Philadelphia chemical compa-
ny that made many of the
same chemicals as Powers &
Weightman.  Rosengarten had
a general plant at 17th and
Fitzwater Sts., as well as a
plant dedicated just to the
valuable quinine at 35th and
Moore Sts.  The merged firm
was called Powers-Weight-
man-Rosengarten.

In 1927, Powers-Weight-
man-Rosengarten was sold to
Merck and Company.  The
East Falls facility stood aban-
doned until construction start-
ed on the Schuylkill Falls
public housing project in 1953.

Today, there are few physi-
cal manifestations of this
major company.  For Fallsers,
the most prominent physical
remnant is Ravenhill, the
mansion which William
Weightman bought and sub-
stantially renovated in the
mid-1870’s.  His daughter Ann
sold it in 1910, and by now it
is one building – a spectacular
one, to be sure – among
dozens on the Jefferson cam-
pus. 

Also, Weightman St. in the
“new houses” runs for one
short block between Cresson
St. and Gypsy Ln.

Weightman Hall on the
Penn campus, which houses
Penn’s sports medicine prac-
tice, is named after William
Weightman.  The one-time
home of the Rosengarten fami-
ly is now Chanticleer, the pub-
lic garden near Wayne, PA.

What about John Powers?
Although he was known as a
wealthy and generous man in
his day, that street sign is the
only manifestation we can
find. 

The answer: You’ll find the
sign for Powers St. by walking
up Calumet St. from Warden
Dr.  The sign is on the left-
hand side of the street as you
walk up, about 50 yards before
you reach Dobson St.  Powers
St. goes to your right, but ends
after no more than 25 yards!

Interested in East Falls His-
tory?  Join the East Falls His-
torical Society!  See our ad on
page 10 of this issue of East
Falls NOW.

by Richard Lampert

The former Powers & Weightman chemical company was situated above on
Ridge Ave. on what later became a public housing site and is now home to the
Falls Ridge development.  

Street sign marking Powers St. off of
Calumet St just above Warden Dr.
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OLD ACADEMY PLAYERS 
 

 
During these uncertain times, the Old Academy 

Players extends its very best wishes to our patrons and 
the East Falls Community. Our hearts go out to every-
one who has been impacted by the world-wide Coro-

navirus COVID-19 crisis. Our theater is currently 
closed in compliance with CDC guidelines, but we 

look forward to performing for you again soon.
For all Old Academy updates, follow us on 

http://www.oldacademyplayers.org
and facebook.com/OldAcademyPlayers.
We thank you for your ongoing support.

Take care and be well!

F.X.DUFFY & Co.

KEVIN P. DUFFY,

4265 Kelly Drive
Philadelphia, PA 19129
Tel. 215-438-8400
Fax 215-438-9630CPA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

Consolidated polling places set for June 2

Where we vote
East Falls NOW readers

who are uncertain of their
polling place can visit
www.PhillyVotes.com.  Click
on the “Voters” tab and then
select “Where Is My Polling
Place?”  Type in your address,
and the name and location of
your polling location will
appear on the left side of your
screen.

According to the City Com-
missioners, all voters will
receive a postcard in the mail
telling them where to vote.
The postcard will indicate the
voter’s ward and division.  

East Fall NOW suggests
that you carry this card with
you – not that it is required
for identification purposes, but
so that you will save time by
knowing your ward and divi-
sion since many divisions will
be located in the consolidated
polling places.

Most voters in East Falls will
vote at the Falls Library,
3501 Midvale Ave. The main
boundaries for this zone --
known as NW Zone 2 -- are
from the Schuylkill River to
Henry Ave. and the even-num-
bered side of School House Ln.
up to Henry Ave. to Clearfield
St. The Abbotsford Homes are
in this zone. This zone
includes much of the 38th
ward: divisions 1, 7,8, 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, 19 and 20.

Many other East Falls voters
are assigned to NW Zone 1 and
will vote at the Rhodes School,
29th and Clearfield Sts. The
main boundaries for this zone
are from Henry Ave. to Wis-
sahickon Ave. and from School
House Ln. to a bit beyond Hunt-
ing Park Ave. Some blocks
from Midvale Ave. and Vaux,
Tilden and Ainslie Sts. and The
Avenue at East Falls apart-
ment building on Wissahickon
Ave. are in this zone as well.
This covers the 38th ward, divi-

sions 2,3, 4, 6,10, 11, 17 and 18.
Voters in Division 9 of the

38th Ward – Dobson Mills –
will vote at the Mander
Recreation Center, 33rd and
Diamond Sts.

Voters who live in the Gypsy
Lane Condominiums are
assigned to NW Zone 6 and will
vote at the Kendrick Recre-
ation Center, Ridge and Rox-
borough Aves.

Voters who live on Apalogen
Rd., Timber Ln., Foxx Ln., the
odd-numbered side of School
House Ln., Falls Village, Alden
Park and the Valley Greene
Cooperative Apartments are to
vote at NW Zone 7 -- the Cook-
Wissahickon School in Rox-
borough at Righter and

Salaignac Sts.
Voters who live in the Hath-

away House at 515 W. Chelten
Ave. will vote in the Lingel-
bach School, 6340 Wayne
Ave., and residents of Park
Heights Apartments at Chelten

and Wissahickon Aves. will vote
at the Mastery Pickett Char-
ter School, 5700 Wayne Ave.

City Commissioner Al
Schmidt, a former East Falls
resident who now lives in Rox-
borough, said that as many as
20 percent of East Falls resi-

dents had registered to vote by
mail as of two weeks before the
June 2 election.

While it is too late to register
to vote by mail for June 2, vot-
ers can apply now for a mail-in
ballot for the Nov. 2 General
Election by visiting www.votes-
pa.com. Persons who lack
access to a computer can call 1-
877-VOTESPA. After listening
to a brief message about the
U.S. Census, voters will be
guided to the mail-in ballot
option.

Schmidt described the
process of putting together
polling places in the face of the
pandemic as “very challeng-
ing.” He told East Falls NOW:

“We are grateful to those

who will be working on the
election board on Primary
Election Day. The stay at
home order is still in effect, so
we’ve had to administer this
election with far fewer polling
places and election board work-
ers, but we need to make sure
that in-person voting still can
take place.

“The City Commissioners’
office has been crushed with
applications for mail-in and
absentee ballots. As of May 18,
more than 150,000 registered
voters have chosen to vote that
way. By way of comparison, in
the 2012 primary, which also
was largely uncontested at the
top of the ticket, only 182,000
voters participated.”

(Continued from page 1)

Map showing zones for East Falls voters for the Tuesday, June 2 Primary Election

The winds howled through East Falls
for several days in April and May.  On
April 30, they took down a large tree
on Vaux St. near the Nou Vaux Market,
which in turn took out power lines.
The damage was severe enough that
two crews at one time had to work to
put in new lines after a new utility pole
was in place. Photos by Rodney Pagan.

Winds tore
through East Falls

East Falls 

Community 

Council

will meet

on line at

7 pm Monday

June 8.

Visit website 

for Zoom 

link Prior 

to meeting.

To learn where you
vote, visit

www.PhillyVotes.com.



W
e frequently hear
East Falls Village
described as a “virtu-

al” organization -- no bricks
and mortar location, no head-
quarters, no office -- just a
website and more than 200
seniors committed to staying
in their own homes and com-
munity.

This is truer than ever in
the era of COVID-19.  In EF
Village’s effort to keep its
members safe and to help flat-
ten the curve, all face-to-face
Village activities have been
cancelled or put on hold.  This
hardly means, though, that
Village members aren’t active
and engaged; in fact, quite the
opposite is true.

Village members have
learned how to use Zoom and
now attend yoga classes on-
line.  Roger Marsh presented
a slide talk on this recent trip
to Burma via Zoom.  The
bridge group has started play-
ing online foursomes.

Members have received
detailed instructions on how
to access the Free Library’s
extensive collection of e-books
and audiobooks for tablets,
Kindles and the like.  The
weekly Update newsletter and
the monthly Village Voices
newsletter have carried the
latest information about com-
munity businesses, restau-
rants and farmers’ markets
that still provide service,
valuable health and wellness
activities, including telemed-
ical visits, and a rich array of
cultural activities available
on-line.   These include muse-
um tours, musical events and
films.

And when they’re not using
their computers and smart-
phones, Village members are

making and distributing
health face masks, registering
to vote by mail, walking with
friends and family in the glo-
rious spring weather and
keeping in touch with each
other by telephone, Zoom and
in-person but at-a-distance
socializing.

For information on Village
Zoom programs -- and how to

register for them -- see the
Calendar of Events at
www.eastfallsvillage.org.

East Falls Village, a volun-
teer and member-driven orga-
nization, offers a wide range
of programs -- many on senior

issues, as well as other topics
of interest. The Village spon-
sors lunches and social events
and cultural outings to muse-
ums, gardens and music
events.   Member services
include help with technology 
-- phones, all types of comput-
ers, printers -- rides to med-
ical appointments and a guide
identifying vetted vendors
and service providers.  

For further details, visit the
Village website at www.east
fallsvillage.org.  The “How to
Join” page includes informa-
tion on the service area and
membership levels, including
Assisted Memberships.  Call
267-444-4507 to have a mem-
bership brochure sent to you.
Watch this column and the
Calendar of Events on
www.eastfallsvillage.org for
more information about Vil-
lage programming.
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A new way to share news of birds in East Falls

A
few years ago as I
stepped out of my house
to catch the morning

train to work, I heard a high
pitched song coming from the
tree right outside my home. It
sounded like a Blackburnian
warbler, so I ran back inside,
grabbed my binoculars and
camera and found the bird high
up in the treetop right above
my house.

It was very exciting to see
such a beautiful bird from my
front steps, but I had no one in
the neighborhood with whom to
share the news.

But this year, other birders
in the neighborhood and I have
been able to share our exciting
avian finds with others thanks
to a Facebook group started by
Stephanie Egger, an East Falls
resident and Fishery Biologist
at the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. 

The group is called Friends
of the Birds: East Falls Neigh-
borhood Birds.  It has East
Falls residents sharing some of
their exciting finds from their
yards this migration season,
from Rose-breasted Grosbeaks
to Indigo Buntings and many
warbler species.

“I started the East Falls bird

group mainly because I care
immensely about birds, but
also because I think they can
bring a lot of joy to our lives,”
Egger says.  “My goal in creat-
ing the group is to cultivate an
understanding of our own
backyard birds in East Falls
that we may take for granted.”

She explains that while
many of us might see birds fly-
ing overhead, we don’t neces-
sarily know much about them

-- whether they are just pass-
ing through or if they breed
here, for example. 

“We all don't have to be sci-
entists, but if we know what
birds are around us we can
more easily figure out their
needs, including food resources
and habitat requirements.  Per-
haps we as a community or
even homeowners can provide
those resources to give our

native birds a better chance.”
While Egger always was

interested in the natural world,
she wasn’t always a birder.
She had been focused on the
marine environment, but it
was while working with coastal
birds as a Fish and Wildlife
Biologist with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Services (USFWS)
that she got the birding bug.

“I discovered the excitement
of looking for species that I've
never seen before, learning
facts about what they need,
where they migrate to, how
they nest,” Egger saiys.  “This
excitement translated over to
backyard birds.  It was hard for
me to admit that I knew more
about coastal birds than what
birds were around my own
community.” 

Egger thinks that birding
can be a positive thing to focus
on during times of social isola-
tion.

“Now that folks are at home
more often I think they are
checking out their feeders more
and posting about birds that
previously might have been
missed,” she says.  “My favorite
thing about the group is seeing
the folks in East Falls getting
excited about what they are

seeing in their own yards, and
sharing their photos and sight-
ing information.

“I want this group to be a col-
laborative and community
experience,” she adds. 

While one of my favorite
sightings was an Eastern
Screech Owl found right
around the corner from my
house by 10-year-old Lilah Gar-
man and shared by her aunt

Erica Marie to the group,
Egger says she would love to
get one of the aforementioned
Grosbeaks or Buntings at her
feeders. (I would, too.)

What have you found at your
feeders or on your walks
around the neighborhood?  Join
the group and share your bird
sightings with us.  Contact me
at navinsasikumar@gmail.com.

Navin 
on Nature

by Navin Sasikumar

Blackburnian Warbler in East Falls

Zooming along with East Falls Village     
by Susan Smith, Co-Chair,

EF Village Operating Group

Volunteering in East Fall
Have some extra time on your hands?  Interested in giving back to

the East Falls community?  Several organizations can make good use

of your help:

East Falls Historical Society keeps the history of East Falls alive.  

Contact Sheehan21@comcast.net or pcheek@yahoo.com.

East Falls Sports Association helps East Falls children participate in sports.

Contact Jen Arnoldi at jmartell@att.net for schedule and clearance information.

East Falls Town Watch serves the security of our community.  

Contact at 215-848-2033 or www.eastfallstownwatch.com.

East Falls Tree Tenders helps planting trees in East Falls.  

Contact crk3114@msn.com.

East Falls Village helps residents stay in their homes as they grow older. Visit

volunteers@eastfallsvillage.org or 267-444-4507

East Falls Community Council Zoning Committee handles zoning matters.

Email zoning@eastfallscommunity.org.

Friends of the Falls of the Schuylkill Library promotes the needs and the

knowledge of the library.  Contact margaretsadler@eastfallslibraryfriends.org

Friends of Inn Yard Park helps maintain Inn Yard Park. 

Contact suemhp@gmail.com.

Friends of McMichael Park help maintain McMichael Park. 

Contact lexy3904@gmail.com.

Friends of Mifflin works with EF Village to helps students with their reading

and other schoolwork.  For information on schedules and clearances, contact

Kathy DiMenna at kadimenna@aol.com.

Saturday Morning Sandwich Making has provided sandwiches for the hungry

for more than 25 years. Contact Fran Chicchi, 215-848-5199.



Signage for the contactless
parking has started to appear
around the lot to inform cus-
tomers of the facility’s new
ParkMobile capabilities.  The
City of Philadelphia, owner of
the property, has worked with
ParkMobile successfully for
the past several years.

“We have all the benefits
that we’re used to seeing with
ParkMobile in Center City and
other locations,” said Grun-
wald.  “No more hourly limits
on parking, and residents and
East Falls visitors can extend
their parking time without
having to return to the lot for
processing.”

Business Corridor
Clean-up

With support of a grant from
the city’s Commerce Depart-

ment, EFDC has partnered
with the Center for Employ-
ment Opportunities (CEO) to
employ a street cleaning team
two days per week across the
East Falls business corridors.
The effort is focused on keep-
ing Ridge Ave., Midvale Ave.
and Conrad St. clean of trash
and debris and ensuring a
fresh cut look to planters and
landscaping.

CEO officials have seen suc-
cess with corridor clean-ups
across the city, most notably
their recent work at the Navy
Yard.  EFDC plans to pursue a
grant opportunity to renew the
service for 2020-2021 to keep
East Falls streets clean, safe
and attractive for visitors to
the business districts.  Feel
free to say a properly social-
distanced “hello” to the CEO
team members if you see them
around the Falls.

Other Development
Happenings:

• EFDC continues to main-
tain and update hours and
services listings for local busi-
nesses as they continue to
navigate COVID-19.  Visit
www.discovereastfalls.org for
regular updates.

• The East Falls River
Landing project is still under-
way.  EFDC is in final stages
of permitting and creating a
request for proposals for a
construction firm.  Bids will
start to be solicited by this
month and a builder will be
identified by the end of the
summer.  The official unveil-
ing of the East Falls River
Landing will come later this
fall.  Information will be post-
ed soon on the EDDC’s web-
site and in East Falls NOW on

how to get involved with and
support the Friends of the
East Falls River Landing. 

• Persons interested in eco-
nomic development and sup-
porting local businesses in
East Falls should consider

joining an EFDC committee or
perhaps even board member-
ship.  Board elections will
take place in June.  Contact
EFDC board chair Heidi
Grunwald at Heidi.Grun-
wald@eastfallspa.com.
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Board of Ed. ignores community on Lab Charter

in the fall.
Opposition to the move was

strong. Wilkerson said that
the School Board received 47
letters in opposition to the
proposal, and only six in
favor.  Additionally, a petition
asking the Philadelphia
School Board to say “no” to
the move garnered 613 signa-
tures.

At the April 30 meeting,
three Thomas Mifflin School
parents and one former public
school educator addressed the
School Board via Zoom. 

The key arguments against
the move included the lack of
infrastructure to allow school
buses into and out of the
property, growing local sup-
port for Mifflin, and the
School District’s precarious

financial position made worse
by the COVID-19 pandemic
and ongoing asbestos remedi-
ation efforts. 

The main argument regard-
ed buses. 

Earlier this year neighbors
on Crawford and Conrad Sts.
experienced the shortcomings
of 3300 Henry Ave.’s ability to
handle buses when Pierce
Elementary temporarily
moved to the same location
and caused serious traffic and
air pollution problems.  The
property has no room for stag-
ing buses that pick up stu-
dents at dismissal time.

At the March 9 general
membership meeting of the
East Falls Community Coun-
cil, the Lab Charter CEO Dr.
Andrea Coleman-Hill said
that buses would be used to
transport sixth graders to and
from school.  Those opposed to

the move pointed out that
Mifflin already serves families
in the area for grades K-8 and
has room for more students.

The move allows Lab Char-
ter to grow from 530 students
to a capacity of 1,075 stu-
dents.  This is a huge finan-
cial strain on the school
district, especially as the
school district is hemorrhag-
ing money because of the
COVID-19 pandemic and need
for asbestos remediation.

As one of the speakers sug-
gested to the School Board on
April 30, it was imprudent to
make major decisions during
the current financial crisis.

The School Board voted 5 to
4 in favor of the amendment
to permit Lab Charter’s move,
with Wilkerson casting the
final vote.  She stated that
Lab Charter had made
changes so that buses would

no longer affect the neighbor-
hood and that the school
serves a different population
than Mifflin.  However, she
was mistaken.  Buses still
will be needed for the sixth-
grade students and Mifflin
serves students from kinder-
garten through eighth grade.

With its move approved,
Laboratory Charter signed a
10-year lease for the location. 

Observers of the Board of
Education’s vote suggested
that the action suggests that
an elected School Board might
be more accountable to com-
munities than the current
board, which is appointed by
the mayor, and that commu-
nity input matters very little
to the current board mem-
bers.

Noting the vote to allow the
move in the face of the huge
response from the East Falls

community, Mary Alice Duff,
member of Friends of Mifflin,
said, “Community engage-
ment is just a checkbox on an
application; it doesn’t actually
mean anything.”  In other
words, people don’t need to
show that they actually
engaged the community to
which they will be moving 500
students; they need to just
pretend they did.   

The only bright spot is that
we prevented Laboratory
Charter from moving 1,000
students in grades K-8 to our
neighborhood, most of whom
would have needed to ride
buses.  This surely would
have been a huge mess for the
residents who live on Scott’s
Ln., Crawford St., Indian
Queen Ln. and Conrad St.  

Hopefully Lab Charter will
be a better neighbor than we
anticipate.

(Continued from page 1)

EFDC adds ParkMobile; starts corridors clean-up 
(Continued from page 1)

CEO team maintaining the cleanliness of the East Falls business corridor,
while adhering to all necessary social distancing practices.
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Inn Yard’s tool have a home!

I
t has taken a while, but
the Friends of Inn Yard
Park are proud to report

the completion of a shed to
store their tools, equipment
and Arbor Day materials at
the playground.  Neighbor
Alice Reiff has kindly host-

ed the tools since 1996
when she founded FIYP.
The building was made pos-
sible through a settlement
award from Westrum Co.
that has been held in safe
keeping by the East Falls
Community Council.

New tool shed at Inn Yard Park

More development in East Falls: Con-
struction is underway at 3712 Midvale Ave. on
a building that will house office space on the
first floor and three two-bedroom condos on the
second, third and fourth floors, along with a
rooftop deck.  Etai Argaman, cofounder of the
firm ESA Investments, LLC, said the first floor
commercial space likely will be used as an office
by his firm.

New condos coming on Midvale Ave.

M
any thanks from East
Falls NOW to Fallser
Tony DiStefano for

rescuing this photograph from
his family archives.  He
writes, “It looks like a base-
ball team that has just won a
trophy for its efforts.  The

person in the middle is my
Uncle, Rocky Sgrillo.  On his
left is John Malloy.  On the
left in the first row in Chick
Turner.  On the far right in
the second row is Jack Viz-
zard, Pat Malloy’s dad.”  

Can we help Tony fill in the

other blanks?  What was the
name of the team?  The occa-
sion of the award?  The
names of the other players?
East Falls NOW will print
your answers in our next
issue.  Send to editor@east-
fallsnow.com.

Can we find this lost baseball team?



the part of the children was
quite positive -- a new experi-
ence, “cool” and “neat” --
though enthusiasm has lev-
eled off as the year has pro-
gressed.  Students with
disabilities pose a special chal-
lenge; it’s difficult to get
enough materials to meet
their needs.  And Mason noted
that the students miss out on
the volunteer presence the
school had – volunteers han-
dling reading programs and
maintenance of the library.

She stresses that she has
had good support from the
District and can reach out
directly to an assistant super-
intendent to help with issues
that arise.  

Students at Mifflin -- a Title
I School --can go to central
locations to get meals.

Parents interviewed were
uniformly positive about the
learning process.  Mary Alice
Duff, parent of a kindergart-
ner, said “it was going as well
as it could.”  Instruction built
on what had already been in
place.  The subjects -- lan-
guage arts, colors, even Span-
ish (Mifflin is a bilingual
school) -- worked well for her
child, scheduled for about one
hour per day. Individual
instructors checked in with
her and the child; many also
post themselves reading sto-
ries.

Carla Lewandowski -- with
three children pre-K to grade
one -- was similarly enthusias-
tic.  She felt that the lessons
were on the mark (she is her-
self an educator), and that the
amount of time devoted to

each grade made sense.  Both
older children recognize, to
some degree at least, that this
in fact is “school.”  She did
note that there was a great
advantage to her having flexi-
ble work hours, so she can
support the learning process.

Kenya Holmes, with a
dyslexic child in a special pro-
gram and an older boy, was
also positive, overall, though
she found the going a little
rougher.  She works closely
with her son on all the sub-
jects except math (that’s her
husband’s task) and appreci-
ates weekly contact with Mif-
flin’s school counselor.  It
helps that the teachers
already know her son.  The
virtual “in-class” sessions pro-
vide an opportunity for the
children to talk to one anoth-
er, and sometimes help one
another. She feels the children
“are doing the best they can.”

But parents also recognize
the challenges.  One described
the current set-up as “a bad
situation.” Another (an educa-
tor) observed that there were
limitations to how effective
distance learning can be.  

Two parents pointed out
that being at home in the day
was an important element of
their children’s progress.  And
internet access is crucial.  “We
need the internet to be a pub-
lic utility,” Duff commented.

School District officials mir-
ror that sentiment, saying
that City-wide only 57 percent
of students are participating
in some way in the coron-
avirus-time process.  A lack of
access to the internet is part
of the reason, they report.  

For Philadelphia students
lacking in-home internet
access, a patchwork of free-
and low-cost options are listed
on the School District’s web-
site.  These include beamed
signals from schools and

libraries, as well as a variety
of hot-spots and paid options.  

Though a challenge, dis-
tance education seems to be
functioning well for Mifflin
students. Larger uncertainties
remain about how long this

technique will be needed.
Summer school currently is up
in the air.  Upcoming funding
is worrisome.  

For the present, though,
Mifflin has taken on distance
learning with real success.

W
hen volunteers of
East Falls Tree Ten-
ders eagerly planted

seven Ft. McNair Horse
Chestnut trees in November
2014, little did they know
what an impact they would
make each spring -- or that
the trees would attract hum-
mingbirds.

Six of the trees grace the
3000 block of Midvale Ave.,
while the one in this East
Falls NOW photo is along
Netherfield Rd. within sight
of the 3100 block of West

Coulter St.  At full growth it
will reach 45 feet with a
crown width of 30 feet.

The species is a European
hybrid dating from the
1800s. 

What is mystifying is how
this species, which does not
produce rounded capsules
with large brown seeds
inside such as the Buckeye
family (Hippocastanaceae)
Horse Chestnut, has Ft.
McNair as part of its name.

After doing some very brief
research I learned that Fort
Lesley J. McNair is an Army
Base dating from 1791.
Located on the Greenleaf
Peninsula at the confluence
of the Potomac River and the
Anacosta River, it was
named in honor Lesley J.
McNair, a West Point gradu-
ate who served in the U.S.
Army in World War I and
World War II and died in
battle in 1944.

Was the tree named in his
honor?  

Yes, it was.  Just looking
at one tree can relax you,
make you wonder how tall it
will grow, or spike your
curiosity about its name. 

If you are curious about
the Pennsylvania Horticul-
tural Society Tree Tender
program, visit www.phson-
line.org.  To learn more
about East Falls Tree Ten-
ders, contact Cynthia Kishin-
chand at crk3114@msn.com
or (215) 849-2474.  Planting
trees with your neighbors
connects you with your com-
munity all seasons of the
year. 
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Discovering, Preserving and Appreciating 
the History of East Falls

Programs, Archives, Research,
Oral History & Preservation

For all inquiries: eastfallshistory@gmail.com.
Eastfallshistoricalsociety.org   And, visit us on Facebook!

And, join us or renew as a member of the EFHS!  Support 
our work, and even find your way to volunteer. Use the 

email address below to request a membership form. 
Basic dues are $15

 Join us on a virtual walking tour:
THE 1793 PHILADELPHIA          

YELLOW FEVER EPIDEMIC
Steven J. Peitzman, MD, Drexel University

Wednesday, June 17, 6:30 pm
Information will be emailed to members 

and posted on our website.                 

EAST FALLS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Hyosun Christine Kim D.M.D., FICOI

EastFallsDentist@gmail.com
DrKIMDMD.com

T. 215/849/1826
F. 215/849/8828

3722-24 Midvale Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19129

We Accept Most Insurance Plans
O�ce Hours:

Implants & Invisalign available

EAST FALLS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Hyosun Christine Kim D.M.D., FICOI

EastFallsDentist@gmail.com
DrKIMDMD.com

T. 215/849/1826
F. 215/849/8828

3722-24 Midvale Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19129

We Accept Most Insurance Plans
O�ce Hours:

Implants & Invisalign available

Mifflin goes distance learning
(Continued from page 1)

Just because the Thomas Mifflin
School building is closed by the
coronavirus pandemic doesn’t mean
that a whole lot of learning isn’t going
on at home.  Here (right), Mifflin 4th
grade teacher Nicole Boyd surprised
student Michael Ogunwale with some
special treats because he completed his
Google, I-Ready and Lexia assignments
via distance learning.  Michael’s Mifflin
classmate, Ryan Minter (left), also fin-
ished his assignments.

EFTT ponders: What’s in a tree’s name?
by Cynthia Kishinchand

Horse Chestnut tree on Netherfield Rd.near the 3100 block of W.Coulter St.

Join the East Falls 

Community Council 

by visiting 

“Become a Member” at 

www.eastfallscommunity.org

Help make 

our community great. 



A
s many of of us know by
now, bee populations are
under threat and are

experiencing serious declines.
So what can we do to help?
Several things, actually, but
let’s start with the plants. 

The first thing to consider
when selecting a plant list is to
try to provide pollen and nectar
for as much of the year as is
possible, late winter to late fall.
With the weirdly warm winters
we have been having this is
particularly important.

Here at the Arboretum I
have seen bees out and forag-
ing for food almost every time
the temperatures go into the
50’s, regardless of what the cal-
endar says.  So if you can, pro-
vide them with plants that
bloom exceptionally early.

Some of the most popular
winter bee plants I have
noticed are Vernal Witchhazel
(Hamamelis vernalis) and
Sweetbox (Sarcococca hookeri-
ana.)  The first is a large
deciduous shrub and the sec-
ond is a much smaller,
broadleaf evergreen with very
fragrant flowers.

I realize that not everyone
has room for more shrubs.
Where space is lacking try ear-
ly- blooming bulbs such as Cro-
cus, Winter Aconite or
Snowdrops (Galanthus), early

flowering perennials such as
Hellebores or Virginia Bluebells
(Mertensia), and if you can
stand it, just leave the dande-
lions.  The bees will thank you.

Starting later on in the
spring the list gets much
longer and selections should be
made based on the conditions
your garden can provide.  Some
of the most rewarding perenni-
als for bees include herbs such
as Lavender, Oregano, or any
of the mints.  In my garden at
home I grow Catmint, just the
somewhat weedy straight
species Nepeta cataria, ostensi-
bly for my cat, but it has
turned out to be an extremely
popular flower with several
types of bees.

One of the hands-down best
bee and pollinator plants going
is Mountain Mint, either Clus-
tered (Pycnanthemum
muticum) or Narrowleaf (Pyc-
nanthemum tenuifolium),
which both bloom for an excep-
tionally long time.

Other great choices might be
Coneflower (Echinacea), Black
Eyed Susans (Rudbeckia),
Blazing Star (Liatris), and of
course Bee Balm (Monarda).
Milkweeds and Butterflyweed
(Asclepias). 

Also don’t forget the late
bloomers in the fall.  Fall
blooming plants are vital in
ensuring the bees have the
resources to get through the
winter.  Some of the most
rewarding fall bloomers are the
Asters (Symphyotrichum) and
Goldenrods (Solidago). The goal

is to provide a diversity of col-
ors, flower shapes and sizes, as
well as planning for a long
bloom season. Things to avoid
include many of the oh so
tempting modern hybrids,
especially the ones with double
flowers, as often they have sac-
rificed pollen and nectar pro-
duction for a showier flower. 

A few other things to consid-
er include bee hydration.
That’s right, bees, too, need
water. A dish with rocks in
water works well, as does a

puddle on the ground.
Most of our native bees (more

than 400 species!) are solitary
and live in hollow stems of
plants or holes in the ground,
so perhaps a bit of bare earth,
a small unmulched, well-drain-
ing low mound, or maybe
leaves that snag an old log.

Finally, don’t fear the bees.
Overwhelmingly it is more
common to be stung by hornets
or wasps.  Bees are rarely
aggressive.  Yellow Jackets
(which are wasps) at the
Arboretum have chased me
from the Key Fountain to the

Greenhouse when I inadver-
tently put a shovel near their
nest hole.  I have been stung
several times, but the only time
I have ever been stung by a bee
is when I accidentally stepped
on one as it was feeding from
the clover in my “lawn.”  My
fault entirely!

This column is devoted to
your stories on the love of gar-
dens imagined by anyone who
has ever been moved by gardens.
Gardeners or admirers (of any
age) can send their 
submission to dkaplan8
@verizon.net
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East Falls NOW Restaurant and Business Guide

A
s we face the coronavirus
crisis together, East Falls
NOW and the East Falls

Community Council present
this service to our readers and
to the restaurant owners and
workers in our community.

Please consult www.eastfalls
community.org, as we will
update this alphabetical guide
regularly. For questions or to
change or add information,
please email us at info@east
fallscommunity.org.

We’ll also carry this guide in
the EFCC’s weekly emails. If
you don’t get them, send your
email address to the same
address.

Restaurants are permitted to
operate for take-out if orders are
called-in or submitted on-line
ahead of pick-up. They also can
make deliveries.  

4th Street Famous Cookies,
4177 Ridge Ave., 215-625-9870
or famous cookies.com; order 8
am to 3 pm Mon. to Thurs., 8:30
am to 1 pm Fri.; Grub Hub.

Apollo’s Pizza, 3542 Conrad
St., 215-842-0178; take-out
11:30 am to 8:30 pm daily.

Billy Murphy’s Irish Saloon,
3335 Conrad St., 215-844-9683;
call ahead to order 4 pm to 8 pm
Thurs. to Sunday.

Black Squirrel, 3749 Midvale
Ave.; will open with an English
pub-style menu when sit-down
service is permitted.

Cranky Joes, 3501 Indian
Queen Ln., 215-844-5626; 12
noon to 6 pm, call for take-out
food and beer.

East Falls Deli, Conrad and
Tilden Sts.; 267-297-5746;
order online at www.falls-
deliphilly.com; takeout and
delivery; 7 am to 3 pm, Mon. to
Tues.; 7 am to 6 pm, Wed. to
Fri.; 7 am to 3 pm, Sat. and
Sun.

East Falls Farmers Market,
under the Twin Bridges 11 am
to 1 pm Sat.; order and pay in
advance at eastfallsfarmers-
market.com.

Fiorino, 3572 Indian Queen
Ln., 215-843-1500 or 877-585-
1085; take out 4 to 8 pm daily.

Foghorn Fried Chicken, 4213
Ridge Ave; 267-335-3061; order
online: www. foghornphilly.com
take-out and delivery 12 noon
to 8 pm daily.

Founded Coffee and Pizza,
3300 Henry Ave., 267-900-
5338; order online at
www.foundedpizza.com; take-
out and delivery 10 am to 9 pm
daily. Full pizza, sandwich, sal-
ad and platter menu.

Franklins, 3259 Cresson St.,
267-336-7420, google franklins
east falls; take-out limited
menu and beer, Wed. to Sun.,
12 noon to 9 pm.

Frank’s Pizza, 3600 Fisk
Ave., 215-848-6433; order
online at  www.frankspizza-
eastfalls.com; take-out and
delivery; Grub Hub; pizza,
steaks, hoagies, salads and
platters; 11 am to 10 pm Mon.
to Thurs., 11 am to 10:30 pm
Fri. and Sat., 11 am to 9:30 pm
Sun.

Golden Crust Pizza, 3732
Midvale Ave.; 215-848-4400;
order online at  www.golden-
crustpizzaiii.com; pickup and
delivery; full pizza, sandwich,
salad and platter menu, Mon
through Sat.

In Riva, 4116 Ridge Ave.,
215-438-4848; order online at
www.in-riva.com; take-out,
curb-side service and delivery;
opentable; specials: ½ off draft
beers, pizzas and specialty
cocktails, and $5 house wines;
12 noon to 8 pm daily.

LeBus, 4201 Ridge Ave., 484-
255-2100; order online at
www.lebuseastfalls.com;
opentable, open for takeout,
delivery and curbside service;
11 am to 9 pm Mon. to Thurs.,
11 am to 10 pm Fri., 9 am to 3
pm and 4 pm to 9 pm Sun.

Majors, 4207 Ridge Ave.,
215-848-0848; closed.

Murphy’s Irish Saloon, 3333
Conrad St., 215-844-9683; take-
out 4 to 8 pm, Thur. to Sun.

Nou Vaux Market, 3539
Vaux St., corner of Tilden and
Vaux Sts., 215-438-7600; 8 am
to 7 pm Mon. to Fri., 8 am to 5
pm Sat., 8 am to 3 pm Sun.;
local meats, Marchiano’s
breads, vegan and gluten-free
products, dairy, pet needs, lot-
tery, seasonal plants, tools and
soil.

Shan Chuan, 4211 Ridge
Ave., 215-844-7889,
shanchuaneastfalls.com; 11:30
am to 10 pm Mon. to Thurs.,
11:30 am to 11 pm Fri. and
Sat., 12 noon to 10 pm Sun.

Side of the Road Jerk Chick-
en, 3502 Scotts Ln., Bldg. 21 in
Sherman Mills, 267-297-7286
for take-out and delivery; 12
noon to 8 pm Tues. to Sat., 12
noon to 6 pm Sun.

Slices Pizza, 4249 Ridge
Ave., 215-843-4747; take-out
and delivery; 11 am to 11 pm
Sun. to Wed., 11 am to 12 mid-
night Thurs. to Sat.

Terron vegan restaurant,
3426 Conrad St., 215-716-7111,
order at terronkitchen.com;
take-out curb-side service; free
local lunch delivery and deliv-
ery anywhere via Grubhub and
Doordash; 11 am to 2 pm and 5
to 9 pm Mon. to Fri., Sat.
brunch 9 am to 2 pm, dinner 5
to 9 pm,Sun. brunch 10 am to 3
pm and dinner 5 to9 pm.

Thunder Mug, 4233 Ridge
Ave., 267-766-6950; call to
order ahead or on-line at
www.thundermugcafe.square.si
te for coffee and pastries; 8 am
to 3 pm daily.

Trolley Car Cafe, 3269 S.
Ferry Rd. under the Twin
Bridges, 267-385-6703; trolley-
carcafe.com; take-out and deliv-
ery, Uber Eats and Grub Hub;
9 am to 3 pm daily.

Vault + Vine, 3507 Midvale
Ave., 267-331-6292,
cafe@vaultandvine.co; café
open for bagged coffee, drink
and pastry curbside pick-up 8
am to 3 pm daily; plant shop
open Thurs. to Sat. for delivery,
hello@valutandvine.co.   

Wissahickon Brewery, 3705
W. School House Ln., 215-483-
8833 or order online at
www.wissahickonbrew.com;
take-out and delivery of beer,
snacks and doggy treats; 12
noon to 7 pm daily.

Please consider giving to this
go-fund-me site to assist
employees of restaurants and
bars in East Falls who have
been impacted by the coron-
avirus pandemic:
www.gofundme.com/f/
support-east-falls-restaurant-
and-bar-workers 

Also open in East Falls:
RG Group, quality printed

sportswear, 877-549-7712 or
ronangill.com

For the Love of Gardens: Plant to help bees
by Kate Deregibus, Section

Leader and Swankeeper,

Morris Arboretum of the

University of Pennsylvania

(Left) a Honeybee heads for a catmint.  Right, working a Winter Aconite on a
warm winter day.
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