
by Tom Smith and John Gillespie

P
hiladelphians have new
and increased opportu-
nities to cast their bal-

lots this year despite the
coronavirus crisis that threat-
ens to keep people away from
the polls.

Many more voters are
expected to vote by mail in the
Nov. 3 Presidential and Con-
gressional than did in the pri-
mary election.  Pennsylvania
election officials estimate it
could be nearly twice as many
as the 1.6 million state voters
who voted by mail in the June
primary, when a new law
making it easy for PA voters
to apply for mail-in ballots
first took effect.

According to a report in the
New York Times, roughly 80
million mail ballots might
flood election offices nation-
wide, more than double the
return in 2016.

In spite of controversy and

accusations of fraud, most
experts and government offi-
cials agree that mail-in voting
is a secure and fraud-proof
way to cast your ballot, and

that talk of cheating and
stuffed mailboxes is greatly
exaggerated.  FBI Director
Christopher Wray has stated

T
he East Falls Commu-
nity Council’s monthly
general membership

meeting will take place via
Zoom at 7 pm Monday, Oct.
12.

The main agenda items will
the election of officers for
2020-21 and Candidates
Night for the Nov. 3 General
Election. 

The EFCC’s Nominations
Committee presented candi-
dates at the September gener-
al membership meeting.  An
on-line election will be held
among EFCC members in good
standing, per the EFCC’s
bylaws.

The link for the Oct. 12
meeting will be posted at the
top of the EFCC webpage,
www.eastfallscommunity.org.

Nominated at the September
meeting were: (* denotes
incumbent)

President – Emily Nichols
Emily has been a resident of

East Falls since 2008 and lives
on the 3600 block of Stanton
St.  She has served on the
EFCC Zoning Committee and
has more than 20 years of
experience in management for
for conventions, concerts and
other live events.

Vice President for Zoning
-- Hilary Langer

Hilary is a long-time East
Falls resident.  He is a profes-
sional architect, is an Associ-
ate at the Philadelphia firm
EwingCole, and has served as

a member of the EFCC Zoning
Committee.

*Vice President for
Events – May Alice Duff

Mary Alice is a resident of
Indian Queen Ln.  She has
served as Vice President for
Events for four years, and is
proprietor of the clothing
design and manufacturing
firm Alice Alexander.

*Treasurer – Joseph
Leube

Joe has served as Treasurer
for several EFCC administra-
tions.  He lives on the 3400
block of Warden Dr., and
serves also as Treasurer for
the East Falls Village.  He is
retired as a consulting actuary
for AON.

Corresponding Secretary
– Katrina Denk Gonzales

Katrina is a 10-year resident
of East Falls and a marketing
professional focusing on busi-
ness technology and consumer
marketing.  She lives on the
3400 block of Tilden St.

Executive Committee
Members At-Large:

*Christopher Caporellie
Chris directs the advertising

effort for East Falls NOW.  He
lives on the 3400 block of
Ainslie St.  He has served as
Corresponding Secretary and
Membership Chair of the
EFCC, and for 10 years he co-
chaired the annual spring
clean-up of the Mifflin Arbore-
tum.
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Construction underway for

McMichael Park PlaySpace
Construction started in early September on the McMichael Park PlaySpace
on the W. Coulter St. side of the park.  Philadelphia Parks and Recreation officials
tell East Falls NOW that work should take about two months, and that materials
for PlaySpace pieces will include limbs from storm-damaged trees in the park.  To
join the team raising funds to build and maintain the PlaySpace and to help the
Activate McMichael Steering Committee with cleanup in the park, email
info@mcmichaelplayspace.org.  Follow developments @ACTIVATEMcMichael.

How and where to vote in East Falls

EFCC meeting Oct. 12
to elect officers, hold
Candidates Night 

38 1 Abbottsford Homes Community 
Center

38 9 Smart Center of Child Develop-
ment, 3301 W. Westmoreland St.

38 11 Awaiting word on new site in place 
of Penn Charter

38 12 Falls of Schuylkill Library
38 13 Mifflin School
38 14 Mifflin School
38 15 Mifflin School, formerly at Firehouse
38 16 Mifflin School
38 17 Salvation Army-Kroc Center
38 18 Falls of Schuylkill Library
38 19 Falls Ridge Apts. Community

Center
38 20 Falls of Schuylkill Library
21 14 Awaiting word on new site in place 

of Penn Charter
21 23 Awaiting word on new site in place 

of Penn Charter

Map of 38th and 21st Wards and divisions

Ward Division Polling site 
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he has seen no coordinated
voter fraud in a major elec-
tion, whether by mail or oth-
erwise.  

Most voters might already
have received a mail notice
alerting them to mail-in vot-
ing.  Here are the steps to fol-
low, and the deadlines:

• By October 19: Get reg-
istered to vote.  If you are not
sure if you are registered, visit
www.votespa.com to check
your registration status and
make changes, if necessary.

• By October 27: Apply
for your mail-in ballot.  Again,
go to www.votespa.com, and
follow the dropdowns that
take you to the mail-in ballot
application.  If you don’t have
access to a computer, call 215-
848-2033 and leave your
name, address and phone
number.  The East Falls Com-
munity Council will deliver
the application to you.  Anoth-
er option is to visit
www.philadelphiavotes.com
and order your mail-in ballot.
An important suggestion:
Even though deadline to apply
is Oct. 27, don’t delay.  You’ll
want to obtain your ballot in
plenty of time to complete and
return it promptly, and the
legislative-established dead-
line doesn’t allow much lee-
way if you wait until the last
minute.

• By November 3: Your
mail-in ballot must be post-
marked by Nov. 3 and
received no later than Nov. 6
to be counted.  Mailing delays

are likely.  Don’t delay!  Mail
your ballot as soon as possible.

Bill Epstein, President of the
EFCC, cautioned that the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court
ruled recently that mail-in bal-
lots must be properly complet-

ed or they will not count.  
“Voters must be certain to

insert their completed ballot
inside the plain interior so-
called “secrecy envelope” that
is included in the package they
receive,” Epstein said.  “Then
they must insert that envelope
containing their ballot into the
postage-paid return envelope.
This outer envelope must be

signed by the voter.”
If you choose to vote in per-

son, be aware that the city has
restored more than 600 polling
sites closed for the June 2 pri-

mary at the height of the coro-
navirus pandemic.  In East
Falls polling locations for 12
division in the 38th Ward and
two in the 21st ward north of
School House Ln., including
Jefferson University, will be

open.   At East Falls NOW
press time all of the locations
had been determined by the
city’s voting officials, except for
the 11th Division in the 38th
Ward and the 13th and 24th
Divisions in the 21st Ward,
where voters usually vote in
the squash courts at Penn
Charter.  That facility is closed
because of COVID-19.  Voters

who would normally vote there
will be notified of where to
vote.  When East Falls NOW
learns of the locations, they
will be posted at eastfallscom-

munity.org.
Voters can check the accom-

panying map and table or con-
sult www.philadephiavotes
.com to find out their polling
location.  If you do not know
your ward or division, check

the map on Page 1 to locate
your ward and division, then
the table to find your polling
place.

Also, voters can check their
ward and division by visiting
www.philadelphiavotes.com.
Click on “Voters,” then scroll
down to “Where’s my voting
place?”  Enter your address
and your polling place will

appear.
For those who do vote in per-

son, special precautions will be
taken in light of the health cri-
sis. Election officials will wear

masks and gloves. Voters will
be required to stay socially dis-
tanced except when signing
the poll book.  Hand sanitizer
will be available.

In another bid to attract vot-
ers.  the city has established
15 temporary satellite election
offices plus City Hall and
Columbus Blvd. at Spring Gar-
den St. for a total of 17 offices
that will be open for people to
register, obtain mail-in ballots
and fill them out on a one-stop
basis.  Voters can drop off their
completed ballots if they have
received them in the mail, or
they can pick up a ballot and
can vote at the office or mail it
later. 

The satellite offices are open
seven days a week: 11:30 am to
6:30 pm Monday through
Thursday, 9:30 am to 4 pm
Friday, Saturday and Sunday

The satellite election office
nearest to East Falls is at Rox-
borough High School, 6498
Ridge Ave. Ballots dropped off
here will be taken daily by the
city to the main election com-
mission office.

The offices are being funded
by a $10 million grant from the
non-partisan, non-profit Center
for Technology and Civic Life.

“With these offices, we can
make it easier and much more
convenient for the voters of
Philadelphia to exercise their
vote and have their voice
heard this fall,” said Lisa Dee-
ley, chair of the Philadelphia
City Commissioners. 

Questions?  Call 1-877-868
3772.

If voting by mail, voters must be certain to insert their

completed ballot in the so-called “secrecy envelope”

that is included, and then insert that envelope containing

the ballot into the postage-paid mailing envelope.

This outer envelope must be signed by the voter. 

How and where to vote in East Falls

EFCC to meet Oct. 12 via Zoom

*Thomas Flynn
Tom has served as a mem-

ber of the EFCC Executive
Committee for six years and
is a resident of the 3500 block
of Midvale Ave.  He is a pedi-
atric neuropsychologist and
serves as director of neuropsy-
chology and assessment ser-
vices at Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia.

*John Gillespie
John has lived on the 3400

block of Warden Dr. since
1983.  He has chaired the
EFCC’s Traffic Committee
and has organized the EFCC’s
Candidates’ Forum for the
primary and general elec-
tions.  John is co-editor of
East Falls NOW and edits the
East Falls Village newsletter,
Village Voice.

*Alex Keating
Alex has served as co-chair

of the Friends of Mifflin.  He
is a contractor and lives with
his wife, Lauren, and their
two sons on the 3500 block of
Indian Queen Ln.

Ray Lucci
Ray is a retired Philadel-

phia School District teacher
and is a former member of
the EFCC Traffic Committee,
rejoining it as Chair.  He is a
resident of the 3200 block  of
W. Queen Ln.  

Linda Norris
Linda is a life-long East

Fallser and a resident of the
3400 block of Division St.
She has served on the climate
staff at Thomas Mifflin
School for 29 years.

*Dr. Robert Rabinowitz
Robert is a retired psycholo-

gist. He lives on the 3100
block of W. Coulter St.
Robert has been active in the
Friends of McMichael Park
and says that he looks for-
ward to continuing to work to
shape and support the efforts
of the EFCC.

*Christopher Rooney
Chris serves as Chair of the

EFCC By-Laws Committee
and is a resident of the 3700
block of Calumet St.

Happening in or near East Falls
EF Historical

Society Zoom
walk

The East Falls
Historical Soci-
ety will present
a virtual rerun of its popular
2015 walk, “Architectural
Gems of Upper East Falls: A
Reprise Plus,” at 7 pm Wed.,
Oct. 14, led by EFHS Vice
President Steven J. Peitz-
man.

Peitzman tells EF NOW
that he will add some sites,

stories and time travel to the
original walk.  A link for the
free Zoom presentation will
be posted on the EFHS web-
site, eastfallshistoricalsoci-
ety.org, and will be emailed
to members.

Host for Hospitals seeks
lodgings

Hosts for Hospitals is seek-
ing lodging for out-of-town

families who need housing
while their family member is
in Philadelphia for a hospital
stay.

Officials of the non-profit
Hosts for Hospitals tell East
Falls NOW that with hospi-
tals emerging from the COV-
OD-19 pandemic, the need for
such housing is growing.
They ask that anyone who
knows of private setting lodg-
ing contact them at 484-380-
2999 or lodging@hostsfor
hospitals.org. 

Zoom tour: Ebenezer
Maxwell Mansion

The Mansion’s interpretive
tour “Deep Rivers” led by
docents Tenea Wilborn and
John Brown will be live on
Zoom at 1:30 pm Sun., Oct. 11.

The tour highlights the
lives, stories and achieve-
ments of 19th century Black
entrepreneurs, intellectuals

and artisans with soundscapes
created by Jordan Deal and
images.  It tells the story of
how African Americans waded
through the waters of oppres-
sion to achieve greatness in
the 19th century.  To intro-
duce the tour, written by
Shav’on Smith, Takeyla
Brothers sings the negro spiri-
tual Deep Rovers.

The cost for the Zoom tour is
$5. For tickets, visit
https://ebenezermaxwellman
sion.org/deep-rivers.

Your October 2020 East Falls NOW Calendar

V
isit the East Falls NOW Restaurant
and Business Guide on Page 10.  Use
this guide to help our neighborhood

eateries by ordering take-out or delivery, and
to find out which restaurants are doing side-
walk table service.  We’ll do our best to keep it
up to date on our website and in our weekly

emails.  If you don’t get them, send your email
address to info@eastfallscommunity.org.

In addition to the restaurants listed in the
East Falls NOW Restaurant and Business
Guide, the East Falls Farmers Market contin-
ues with its 10 am to 2 pm Saturday hours
under the Twin Bridges.

3 Saturday
10 am to 2 pm: East Falls
Farmers Market under the Twin
Bridges

6 Tuesday
2 pm: EF Village Tuesday after-
noon zoom yoga (Pg. 9)

6 pm: National Night Out at EF
Town Watch, 3540 Indian Queen
Ln.; bring kids to climb on fire
engine

7 Wednesday
2 pm: EF Village zoom book
reviews (Pg. 9)

6 pm: EFTW call with 39th Dis-
trict Police Service Area 1 meet-
ing, dial 605-313-5071, code
946071# (Pg. 8)

8 Thursday
2 pm: EF Village Thursday after-

noon zoom yoga (Pg. 9)

7 pm: EFTW Zoom meeting;
contact TW office, 215-848-2033
for log-in information or visit
eastfallscommunity.org for link.
(Pg. 8)

9 Friday
2 pm: EF Village Zoom program
on “Exploring Acadia” (Pg. 9)

10 Saturday
10 am to 2 pm: East Falls
Farmers Market under the Twin
Bridges

7 pm: EF Historical Society vir-
tual presentation “Architectural
Gems of Upper East Falls (Pg. 6)

17 Saturday
9 to 3 pm: Monthly “Litter Crew
Ahead” clean-up; Mifflin Arbore-
tum, Midvale Ave. (Pg. 8)

10 am to 2 pm: East Falls
Farmers Market under the Twin
Bridges

21 Wednesday
2 pm: EF Village Zoom program
“Get Your Life Back from Arthri-
tis” (Pg. 9)

24 Saturday
10 am to 2 pm: East Falls
Farmers Market under the Twin
Bridges

26 Monday
6 pm: EFTW 39th Police district-
wide meeting; dial 605-313-5071,
code 946071#. (Pg. 8)

31 Saturday
10 am to 2 pm: East Falls
Farmers Market under the Twin
Bridges

(Continued from page 1)
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B
arring unforeseen
developments, this is
my last column as

President of the East Falls
Community Council.

The smart betting says that
the general membership of
the Council, will vote by
Zoom on Oct. 12 to elect
Emily Nichols as the new
President.

When I succeeded Barney
Wittels in this post in 2014,
he didn’t tell me that it would
be a five-year gig.  But I don’t
blame him.  Time rolled by,
and in spite of my repeated
requests that someone step
forward to replace me after
the traditional two-year run,
it never happened.

Fortunately, in this most
unusual of years, Emily
stepped up and offered to
serve.

Emily is a neighbor of ours
on Stanton St.  Besides being
a long-time East Falls resi-
dent with an impressive 20-
year professional background
in management for conven-
tions, concerts and other live
events, she has served on our
Zoning Committee and has
offered leadership and calm,

wise counsel on more than
one occasion.  Most recently
she steered the conversation
of the Executive Committee
on our Black Lives Matter
statement – a conversation
that we hope to continue.

I step down with some
regrets and some satisfac-
tions.

One regret is that we
weren’t able to do a better job

of building membership in
the EFCC.  I’ll take responsi-
bility for that.  We’ll keep try-
ing, and I’ll do whatever I can
to help.  Another is that we
haven’t made much progress
on the Henry Ave. traffic
mayhem that rolls through
our community.  But I see
progress on the horizon.

On the positive side, we
were able to gain City govern-

ment support and break
ground on the McMichael
Park PlaySpace.  We initiated
our participation in the
Crosstown Coalition – a
group of civic associations
throughout the city.  We
didn’t try to crowd out people
who felt the need for an alter-
native to the EFCC.   And
with the help of a lot of peo-
ple – notably Chris Caporellie
and John Gillespie – we
founded, nurtured and estab-
lished a stable base for our
monthly East Falls NOW.

That’s one place where my
attention will lie, particularly
on the development of a writ-
ten governance policy for the
newspaper.  It belongs to the
community, not to any of us
individually.  We should have
something in writing that
says so and establishes lines
of responsibility.

With great appreciation for
the members of the Executive
Committee who in the past
five years have done the hard
work to make the EFCC a
reality, I offer my thanks for
the opportunity to serve.  I
have every confidence that
Emily and her colleagues on

the new Executive Committee
will bring wise and thoughtful
judgement to their work in
the days and months ahead. 

* * *
Last month’s column refer-

enced the mess in the Midvale
Ave. commercial strip – a
mess created by the failure of
property owners to control the

weeds on their sidewalk.  
Progress report:  The East

Falls Development Corpora-
tion arranged for a spraying
of said weeds, and as
promised last month the
EFCC and EFDC are dis-
cussing a joint approach to
the owners about ongoing
maintenance.   

O
ur lives have been
overshadowed since
March by COVID-19.

The pandemic has impacted
how we live, work and play --
and how we vote.

In the June primary the
city’s polling places were con-
solidated due to a shortage of
poll workers and a lack of
available locations.  For
example, firehouses were not
an option, and neither were
senior living facilities. 

But for the primary election
“no excuse” mail-in ballots
were available for the first
time in Pennsylvania.  It was
beyond fortuitous that their
use was proposed and signed
into law in October 2019, well
before we knew of COVID 19.

Because much information
is being shared that is less
than accurate, please make
sure you know and are confi-
dent that your source of the

information regarding voting
is reliable. 

As always, on Nov. 3 you
will be able to vote at the
polls. 

The city will finalize polling
locations no later than 20
days before election day.
Their numbers will depend on
the number of poll workers
available to staff the polls and
the number of locations that
can be secured to host the
polls.  

If you want to be a poll
worker, it is a paid position.
Please email pollworkers@phi-
la.gov or call 215-685-4811.

You also can vote by mail.
It’s easy.  Visit
votespa.com/applymailballot.
If you applied for the primary
and want to verify whether
you automatically will receive
a mail-in ballot for the gener-
al election, visit
votespa.com/mailballotstatus.

You also can apply for a
mail-in ballot using a paper
application.  Call my office
and we will mail you one or
you can stop by at 6512 Ridge
Ave. and we will give you one.

You also can track the
progress of your application

by checking votespa.com/mail
ballotstatus.  If you don’t have
access to a computer, call my
office and we will look up
your status for you.

I will be voting, as I did in
the primary, via mail-in bal-

lot.  I applied online and
received an email confirma-
tion at every step of the
process – when I applied,
when my ballot was mailed to
me from the City Commis-
sioners, and again when the
City Commissioners received
my executed ballot.  I mailed
my ballot directly at the post
office.

At East Falls NOW press
time the use of drop boxes
was being challenged in court
by the Trump campaign.
Depending on the outcome of
that lawsuit, drop boxes
might or might not be an
option.

But the City Commissioners
will operate 17 satellite
offices, the nearest one being
at Roxborough High School.
That’s where you can register
to vote, apply for a ballot, vote
and return your ballot – all in
one stop.

Overall, voting has been
made more convenient.  There
is no reason not to vote.   You
can vote by going to the polls
on election day from 7 am
until 8 pm.  You can vote via
mail-in ballot.  Please apply
for that ballot now if you have
not already done so and
return that ballot as soon as
possible after receiving it in
order to ensure that your vote
is counted. 

Mail-in ballots must be
postmarked no later than 8
pm on Election Day, Nov. 3.  

Stay tuned, as this is an
evolving situation due to
pending lawsuits and the pos-
sibility of additional legisla-
tive initiatives by the PA
General Assembly. 

As always, call my office at
215-482-8726 or email me at
RepDeLissio@pahouse.net
with any comments, sugges-
tions or questions.
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A message from the 

EFCC 
President

by Bill Epstein

Beware computer
scams

To the Editor:
I want to apologize to anyone

who might have received an
email from my account on Sep-
tember 2. A hacker hijacked
my email and tried to scam
everyone in my address book.

The first email from the
hacker reads, “How are you –
will you do me a favor?” Once
you reply “yes” a second email
appears which looks like yours
only a different server states,
“I am traveling so would you go
to CVS and buy $400 in Itunes
and send the numbers to my
email? I will pay you back.”
The hacker cashes them in and
you are out the money.

This scam has been around
for years now, so some people
deleted it right away. Others
called me knowing I am not
traveling during a pandemic
and it just didn’t sound like
me. No salutation to the per-
son, and asking people to

spend a lot of money as a
“favor.”

Norm from Old Academy
called me first to report the
scam, then family, neighbors,
friends and members of organi-
zations began calling. I imme-
diately contacted Comcast and
spent the next 5 plus hours
trying to erase the hacker and
get my email back.

When nothing worked, they
wanted me to take my “tower”
or modems to their store on
City Line Avenue. When I
requested a home text assis-
tance the next appointment
was three days later. I didn’t
realize until late that night
that my land line telephone
service was out due to a mis-
take by Comcast.

The next day I called the text
guru, Chris Taylor, for help.
He came to my house in 20
minutes and spent an hour
and a half dealing with Com-
cast, scanning my computer for
Malware and adding a second
level of security on all our com-

puters. This totally saved my
sanity.

-- Ellen Sheehan

The need to ‘say
something’

To the Editor:
Thank you for placing the

column “Why such a mean
response to city employee’s
request?” (Aug. 2010) regard-
ing the NextDoor member's
reaction to a simple request
from a city sanitation worker.

As for your soliciting reac-
tions from your readers: It has
never been safe to stand up to
report unwarranted harsh
judgment or treatment of one's
fellow being, and yet it is need-
ed to ensure a safer community
and a sane human race. As
Editor, you modeled what we
all need to do -- when we see or
hear something hateful, say
something.

-- Name withheld upon request
W. Penn St. neighbor

Voting should be easier in this pandemic – but act now!

Letters to the East Falls NOW editor

With thanks, a final few words

Looks better, but still needs some work.



Jeane R. McGinn (nee
Rossberg), 90, a lifelong resi-
dent of East Falls, died peace-
fully on Sept. 6 at home on
Penn St. surrounded by her
family.

Jeane is survived by her
husband of 64 years, Edward
J., her son Edward J. Jr. (Jan-
ice), her daughter, Maureen
O’Keeffe (Mel), granddaugh-
ters Tara, Moira, Emily and
Christine, and six great-
grandchildren.  Also survived
by her sister, Joanne DeSantis
(Louis) and brothers and sis-
ters in law, nieces and
nephews. 

Jeane attended St. Bridget
Elementary School, Hallahan
High School and Chestnut
Hill College. She taught for
the School District of Philadel-
phia, Merion Mercy and Wal-
dron Mercy Academies and
the William Penn Charter
School.  The family appreci-
ates donations in Jeane’s
memory to the St. Bridget
Memorial Fund.

Charles Elmer Mather,
III, husband of Mary and
father of Charles E., IV and
Dorothy; grandfather of
Charles, Eleanor, Helen and

Catharine.  Also survived by
brother Victor Charles Mather
(Mimi) and sister Katie Cala-
mander and nephews.  He was
President of the insurance
firm Mather & Co., and served
as Honorary Consul for Great
Britain in Philadelphia
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They won’t start out this big, but give the East Falls Tree Tenders’ selections
some time.

TreePhilly offers free yard trees
by Cynthia Kishinchand

F
allsers can celebrate
autumn by applying for
a free yard tree.

Thanks to the continued
support of TD Bank and the
partnership of Philadelphia
Parks and Recreation, the
Fairmount Park Conservancy
and 36 community groups,
1,000 trees will be available
throughout the city. 

Two large giveaway events
are scheduled for this fall:

• Saturday, October 17, at
Carousel House, 4300 Avenue
of the Republic from 10 am to
3 pm.  Register by Tuesday,
October 13;

• And Saturday, November
14, at the American Swedish
Historical Museum, 1900 Pat-
tison Avenue. from 10 am to 3

pm.  Register by Monday,
November 9. 

In each case register online
at www.TreePhilly.org.  If you
have any questions or need a
paper application, call Tree
Philly at 215-683-0217. 

Delivery is available for
those who are at high risk of
contracting COVID-19, do not
have a car for pick up or have
a conflict with the date and
time.  The TreePhilly website
has detailed information about
the species of trees.  

East Falls Tree Tenders
partnered with Friends of
McMichael Park in 2015 and
with East Falls Farmers’ Mar-
ket last year for TreePhilly
tree giveaways.  Although
East Falls meets the city’s
Greenworks’ goal of a 30 per-
cent tree canopy in each neigh-
borhood, many local blocks

and yards are bereft of trees,
those wonderful neighbors who
improve air quality, mitigate
storm water runoff and beauti-
fy William Penn’s “greene
countrie towne.” 

Come November, as part of
the Pennsylvania Horticultur-
al Society’s TreeVitalize pro-
gram, East Falls Tree Tenders
(EFTT) will plant five street
trees.  Due to impediments
caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the planting was post-
poned from spring 2020 to fall
2020.  Trees scheduled for this
fall will be planted next
spring.  To learn how you can
be part of EFTTs effort to
restore East Falls’ urban
canopy and to generate envi-
ronmental stewardship, con-
tact Cynthia Kishinchand at
crk3114@msn.com or (215)
849-2474. 

We mourn the loss of:

Jeane R. McGinn
Coming in East Falls NOW

In November:

• Goat Yoga

• Gymnastics in the park
Vote by mail!

It’s secure and easy

Visit votespa.gov
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Complete Home Remodeling

"We cut Wood, we don't cut corners"

Like us on Facebook

TNT Remodelers
TNTREMODELERS

TNT Remodelers

267-592-7996

know. 
Don’t just live in East Falls, read all about it!

East Falls NOW is part of the character of East Falls.
Reporting the local stories and features you won’t see anywhere else.

The EFCC keeps the community well-informed with e-mail newsletters and
regular notices about meetings, events and happenings so you won’t miss a
thing. Public meetings, held monthly, provide an opportunity to learn about

and give input on topics that affect our community.

Don’t just live in East Falls. Experience it.

Join the EFCC today.
Visit: eastfallscommunity.org



by Wendy Moody

L
ast month’s EF Histori-
cal Society column
focused on the history of

Dobson Mills.  But what about
its working conditions and
social dynamics?

We needn’t guess.  The
EFHS archives contain oral
history interviews with
Fallsers who worked there as
children.  This rich primary
source offers colorful descrip-
tions and unique insights into
mill life, painfully condensed
for this column.  Read them in
their entirety at eastfallshis-
toricalsociety.org/oral-histo-
ries.

Hazel Stamm: I was 15
when I went to Dobson’s in
1909 and left when it closed
in 1929. I worked in the vel-
vet-finishing room 6 am to 6
pm for $4.25 weekly.  Because
I was tall, my boss put me on
the big warping machine for
$8 a week.  I transferred to
Plush because that paid $12.
Finally I learned to weave and
was weaving the rest of my
life.

Louise Halstead: Both my
parents worked at Dobson’s.
The boss weaver next door got
me a job there at age 13 as a
burler, removing knots from
yarn and cutting selvages.
From thin air, we made rolls
of carpet!  My job wasn’t pre-
tentious.  Using cord, I sewed
numbers on cloth – a simple
business, but it made the Dob-
sons’ millionaires.  I received
$3 a week. You did your bit

without thinking about it.
You couldn't talk to your boss
like you can now because
there was always somebody
waiting for your job.

My mom had 10 kids.  We
rented a house from the Dob-
sons on Dobson St. between
Allegheny and the railroad.
Everybody got water from a
pump in the middle of the
street.

Rose Whitty: My father,
at age 9, stood on a little stool
to reach the spinning room

machine.  I was Dobson’s
bookkeeper for 21 years (1916
– 1937) because I graduated
business college – the girls
who didn’t finish school went
into the mill.  I had a nice
position taking James Dob-
son’s dictation every morning.
He was older but could always
crack a joke.  If anybody got
hurt it was their own fault.
People didn’t sue -- they were
afraid of losing their jobs.
After 1929 business slacked
and liquidating began --selling
machinery and buildings.

Mary Webster: I began

working at age 14, sewing
numbers on material with a
big bolt of string around my
waist.  Then I burled --
extracting flaws with tweez-
ers, load after load.  Men
wound the thread on the
machines.  I didn’t get much
salary but my sisters and I
had fun in the mill with the
other girls.  If you were sick,
you didn’t get paid.

Ella Boyd McGynn: At
noon we’d wait for the gate to
open to deliver my father’s
dinner at Dobson’s Lot in the
field -- it was great fun.  He
was a boss in the picker house
where they separated the wool
to make yarn.  

Girls worked at any age
making cloth from rags.
Elderly women removed but-
tons so they wouldn’t go into
the machinery that ground
them into new cloth.  We
bought remnants for coats
and pants.

Charles Flanagan: The
Dobsons recruited the best
weavers from Britain, includ-
ing my grandfather.  We were
the intelligensia of the work-
ing class.  James Dobson
managed carpets; John did
velvets and blankets.  They
were hard taskmasters but
with a benevolent attitude.
My grandfather cut his thumb
and finger off reaching in a
loom - without them he could-
n’t weave. There was no com-
pensation, but he maintained
good relations with the Dob-
sons.  If you punched a fore-
man, which happened, you --

and your relatives -- got fired
for a week.  My father’s arm
was caught in a machine and
taken off partway.  No safety
devices!  If you had accident,
you were told not to bleed on
the cloth!  

Correction: Last month’s
article on the history of Dob-
son Mills was researched and
written by Richard Lamper,

not Steven Peitzman.  This
was not an error by EF NOW.
The EFHS apologizes to Rich,
a valued board member. 

If you have questions about
East Falls history or want to
know more, see the EFHS’s
growing website at eastfall-
shistoricalsociety.org, or con-
tact us at eastfallshistory
@gmail.com.  And join!
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�e City of Philadelphia has set up a warehouse to partner 
with local food pantries to assist with getting meals to the 
City’s most vulnerable population during the COVID-19 
pandemic. �is warehouse will be the main hub through 
which food will be sorted, packed, and distributed. 

Volunteers will work in teams of 6 to 10 people to sort food 
and pack meals. �e City is committed to keeping volun-
teers safe through practicing social distancing and follow-
ing guidelines from the CDC and the Philadelphia Depart-
ment of Public Health. Ages 18 and up. 10 AM to 12 PM.

For more information, go to forphilly.com

CommunityVolunteeringin the

East Falls Village Presents

GET YOUR LIFE BACK FROM ARTHRITIS 

A Zoom Presentation with 

Chris McKenzie, Board Certified Sports &

Orthopedic Physical Therapist 

• Learn the symptoms and causes of osteoarthritis

(the “aging arthritis”)

• Learn simple exercises and a

daily routine to fight arthritis

• Learn strategies to lessen pain

Wednesday, October 21 at 2 pm via Zoom

To receive the Zoom link, register by October 20

email info@eastfallsvillage.org

Visit Eastfallsvillage.org or call 267-444-4507

Anti-child labor poster from collection of the East Falls Historical Society

The workers remember Dobson Mills

See the East Falls NOW
October Restaurant Guide – Page 10



B
y now most of us have
seen and read countless
articles about the Spot-

ted Lanternfly (SLF).  Their
numbers have increased dra-
matically in Philadelphia.
They are now the most
observed species of any ani-
mal or plant in the city on
inaturalist.org. 
You’ve also no doubt seen

numerous control methods.  One
of the first methods suggested by
the Penn State Extension was the
use of sticky tapes, which takes
advantage of the behavior of
lanternflies to climb up trees along
the trunk.  On reaching the sticky
tape, they get stuck and die.
Unfortunately, this was a short-

sighted recommendation by the
Penn State Extension. As the use

of sticky tapes increased, wildlife
rehab centers started getting a lot
of vertebrate bycatch.  Many
species of birds and squirrels get
stuck and the vast majority of them
do not make it even if they are tak-
en to a wildlife clinic.
East Falls resident Peg Shaw

recently found a native flying squir-
rel trapped in sticky tape right in
our neighborhood.  In spite of
being taken to a wildlife clinic, the
squirrel did not survive. 
And it’s not just vertebrates that

are by-catch, either.  Spiders and
other insects such as wasps that
have been seen eating SLFs get
trapped, too.
These are the very things that

will help us control the population
of lanternflies.  By using sticky
tapes, we are just shooting our-
selves in the foot by catching their
predators.

Recently, the Penn State Exten-
sion has been recommending using
narrow bands of sticky tape or
using hardware cloth or chicken
wire to cover the sticky tapes.
Unfortunately, this method doesn’t
completely eliminate vertebrate
by-catch and invertebrates are get-
ting caught just as before. 
Another terrible control method

that I’ve commonly heard used, but
not recommended even by the
Penn State Extension, involves dish
soap.  It might be benign to
humans, but used outside it can
wreak havoc on the environment.
Dish soap kills many beneficial
insects and can harm plants and soil
communities.  There are new types
of traps that are going around, like
circle tarps, but I’ve yet to see any-
thing conclusive on how effective
they are at eliminating by-catch. 
Shaw says that while we often

reach for quick fixes, “The real need
is for more funding and improved
methods to inspect imports at our
ports of entry and prevent the
spread of invasive species.” She
adds, “If you're concerned about
SLFs or other invasive species
degrading our valuable ecosystems,
contact your elected representatives
and tell them this is an urgent prior-
ity that must be addressed and fully
funded.”
Unfortunately, most individual

efforts we have employed thus far to
control SLFs are futile. In a recent
Grid Magazine article
(http://bit.ly/grid-slf), Heather
Leach, agricultural sciences associ-
ate at Penn State, tells author
Bernard Brown that trapping and
squashing SLFs “have less than a
one percent impact on their popula-
tions.”  But she emphasizes that
they can be used to protect a
favorite tree. 
In spite of the futility of human

control methods, we have seen
encouraging signs that SLFs are
becoming prey to birds and other
insects.  We’ve seen numerous pic-
tures of woodpeckers and flycatch-
ers feasting on SLFs.  Spiders,
mantises, wasps, and fungi also are
making a dent in SLF numbers.

To study how predators are help-
ing us control the population of this
invasive insect, Robin Irizarry and I
created a project on SLF predation
on iNaturalist: http://bit.ly/slf-pred.

If you see any bird, spider or insect
eating SLFs, please take a photo
and add it to iNaturalist (or email
me at navinsasikumar@gmail.com
for instructions.)  You also can go to

the iNaturalist link above to see
what others have seen eating SLFs.
We might just be getting the help
we need to keep the lanternflies in
check.
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Navin 
on Nature

by Navin Sasikumar

A Penn Charter education is a powerful challenge 
for students to use modern tools and design thinking 

to dive into complexity, cultivate curiosity, and 
develop discipline and a thirst for discovery — 
all within a culture of caring and community.

BEGIN YOUR EXPLORATION WITH 
A conversation with Admissions: 215.844.3460 

And a virtual preview: www.penncharter.com/admissions

At Philadelphia’s oldest Friends school, we are

reINVIGORATING
learning

reINVENTING classic

A conversation with Admissions: 215.844.3460 x103

EAST FALLS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Hyosun Christine Kim D.M.D., FICOI

EastFallsDentist@gmail.com
DrKIMDMD.com

T. 215/849/1826
F. 215/849/8828

3722-24 Midvale Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19129

We Accept Most Insurance Plans
O�ce Hours:

Implants & Invisalign available

EAST FALLS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Hyosun Christine Kim D.M.D., FICOI

EastFallsDentist@gmail.com
DrKIMDMD.com

T. 215/849/1826
F. 215/849/8828

3722-24 Midvale Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19129

We Accept Most Insurance Plans
O�ce Hours:

Implants & Invisalign available

A lanternfly being eaten by a harvestman.  Photo by George Pushkal. 

Lanternfly at different stages

Waging battle against the Spotted Lanternfly

Join Up • Show Up • Speak Up



“M
usic with Gina” in
McMichael Park
for babies and tod-

dlers has begun at 10 am
Wednesday mornings, and
will continue until cold weath-
er makes it impractical.

Gina first performed with
her band at Love Your Park
in May 2018.  Friends of
McMichael Park volunteer
Geoff Brock recommends
Gina, saying, “She’s such a
talented, positive, cheerful
performer and has the kids in
motion and memorizing the
songs.”

Everyone is spaced at least
six feet apart.  All babies, tod-
dlers and caregivers are wel-
come.  Bring a blanket,
instrument, and scarf!

When Gina doesn’t have the
park jumping, students from
William Penn Charter School
are holding classes in the
park on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday mornings. This
includes meditation and yoga
classes in the open meadow.
On Friday afternoons the stu-
dents take part in a communi-
ty service hour, bringing

rakes and shovels to
McMichael Park for a regular
cleanup.  FOMP is supplying
bags and gloves, while stu-
dents are keeping McMichael
Park looking good and green.
The FOMP thank Tom
Rickards from Penn Charter
for partnering with the
Friends.

T
he volunteers of East
Falls Town Watch have
expanded their drive to

eliminate graffiti and remove
overgrowth throughout the
neighborhood.

Using new paint-spraying
equipment made possible by
donations from community
members, the TW volunteers
have wiped out the work of
graffiti vandals along Ridge
Ave., Kelly Dr. and the I-76
expressway ramps.

Another major overpainting
took place in mid-September
on the former Rivage Ball-
room property, site of a much-
delayed apartment
development by David Grasso.

Mary Jane Fullam, Presi-
dent of EFTW, said that the
work entails “ongoing costs to
address the constant prob-
lems we face, including new
graffiti, trash and short
dumping.” 

Neighbors interested in sup-
porting the anti-graffiti effort
can contribute on line at
www.eastfallscommunity.org
or by mail at 3540 Indian
Queen Ln.

Neighbors interested in
helping with graffiti removal
should contact TW at eastfall-
stownwatch@gmail.com or call
215-848-2033.

‘Litter Crew Ahead’
Fullam said that as summer

ended the TW Executive
Board and core volunteers
decided to convert the organi-
zation’s regular every-third
Saturday of the month neigh-
borhood clean-up to a focused
effort on the Mifflin School
Arboretum, bordering Midvale
Ave.

TW members call these
efforts their “Litter Crew
Ahead” clean-ups, owing to
the highway sign lent to TW
by PennDOT to encourage

drivers to slow down where
the work takes place.

For the past two months
volunteers have trimmed and
hauled more than 100 bags of
overgrowth from the Mifflin
property.  The Philadelphia
Streets Department has
assisted by collecting the
leaves, branches and trash
resulting from the work.

The next Mifflin Arboretum
clean-up will be on Saturday,
Oct. 17 from 9 am to 3 pm.
Participants will meet at the

Arboretum across from the
Rite Aid. 

Volunteers can come any-
time.  They should look for
the “Litter Crew Ahead” sign
marking the spot.  Tools,
gloves, safety vests and bags
will be provided.  Please wear
masks.

National Night Out TW
will sponsor the rescheduled
National Night Out event at 6
pm Tuesday, Oct. 6 in front of
the TW office.  Come to enjoy
the usual water ice and pret-
zels and the kids can climb on
a real fire engine, courtesy of
the EF Firehouse.

‘Call 911’
Fullam said that TW con-

tinues to identify and report
safety and other quality of life
issues in the neighborhood.  

Limited patrols are moni-
toring, documenting and
reporting safety and sanita-
tion issues to 911, 311 and
SEPTA.

“We do all we can, and we
know that we don’t see the
police often enough because
serious crimes in other parts
of the 39th Police District are
taking place,” she said.

“But it remains important
for neighbors to call 911 if
they see anything suspicious
taking place.  Those calls gen-
erate police coverage, even if
we think that officers don’t

respond as rapidly as we
would hope.” 

Fullam said that 39th Dis-
trict Commander Capt.
Anthony Ginaldi repeatedly
reminds TW that residents
and business proprietors are
the first line of offense in pro-
tecting themselves and their
neighbors.

“He tells us that citizens
need to be vigilant and to
report to 911 anything that
doesn’t seem or feel right. The
police can’t respond if we
haven’t gotten a report.  Is it
important to call 911?  Yes!” 

The EFTW calendar:
Tues., Oct. 6, 6 pm:

National Night Out at the TW

office, 3540 Indian Queen Ln.
Wed., Oct. 7 at 6 pm: TW

call with 39th District Police
Service Area 1 officers.  Dial
605-313-5071, code 946071#

Thurs., Oct. 8 at 7 pm: TW
monthly meeting vis Zoom;
contact TW office, 215-848-
2033 for log-in information or
visit eastfallscommunity.org
for link.

Sat., Oct. 17, 9 to 3 pm:
Monthly “Litter Crew Ahead”
clean-up of Mifflin Arbore-
tum; meet at the Arboretum
across from Rite Aid on Mid-
vale Ave.

Mon., Oct. 26 at 6 pm: TW
39th Police district-wide
meeting; dial 605-313-5071,
code 946071#
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Part of the team that tackled the overgrowth in the Mifflin Arboretum on Saturday, Sept. 19.  From left are Darisha K.
Parker, candidate for the PA House from the 198th District; Alice Ballard, Mikel Patton, Brent Agostini, Nancy Pontone and
Doug Weigelt.  Photo by Elaine Tran Weigelt.

TW volunteers Daphne Hanford (left) and Mary Jean Cunningham use spray
painting equipment and rollers on the wall of the Grasso property at Ridge Ave.
and Calumet St.  Photo by Andrea Sunderland.

Town Watch steps up campaign 

against graffiti, overgrowth

Signs marking the 30th anniversary
of the Friends of McMichael Park were
funded by donations of FOMP mem-
bers.  

Legacy courts available, subject

to coronavirus pandemic

T
he three outdoor back
tennis courts at Legacy
Tennis and Education,

4842 Ridge Ave. opposite
School House Ln., are avail-
able seven days a week at no
charge for East Falls resi-
dents.

Subject to conditions related
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the courts are set aside from 8
to 11 am Monday through Fri-
day, and 4 to 7 pm Saturday
and Sunday.  The availability,

first come, first served, is the
result of an agreement be-
tween Legacy and the East
Falls Community Council.

Residents are asked to call
ahead at 215-487-9555 to
make certain that a special
event is not scheduled, and to
determine if coronavirus con-
ditions permit play.  If play is
permitted, check in at the
front desk and present identi-
fication showing East Falls
residency.

‘Music with Gina’

In McMichael Park



by Mary Flournoy

Co-chair, EF Village Oper-
ating Group

E
ast Falls Village will
present three programs
on Zoom in October – a

book review, a travelogue, and
a program on arthritis.

All Fallsers are welcome to
view and participate in the
programs, which can be

viewed on a computer, tablet,
or smartphone, but pre-regis-
tration is required in order to
obtain the link to join the
Zoom presentation.

Self-register by going to the
event description on the Cal-
endar of Events on east-
fallsvillage.org and click on
“Register Now.”  You also can
register by emailing
info@eastfallsvillage.org or by
calling 267-444-4507 (M-F, 9-
6).  If this is your first Zoom
event, don’t worry.  EF Vil-
lage will send you the infor-

mation you need before the
meeting. 

Books, Books, Books!
Three Village members will

share one of their favorite
books on Wed., Oct. 7 at 2 pm.
The featured books are There,
There by Tommy Orange, Lit-
tle Fires Everywhere by
Celeste Ng, and The Warmth
of Other Suns: The Epic Story
of America’s Great Migra-
tions, by Isabel Wilkerson.
After each review, viewers
can ask questions or com-
ment. 

On Fri., Oct. 9 at 2 pm,
Winston Moody will present
“Exploring Acadia.”  Winston,
a former ranger at Acadia
National Park in Maine,
invites you to explore the
park with him.  Zooming from
Bar Harbor, where he is still
working as a naturalist lead-
ing sea cruises around Acadia,
he will be your guide on this
virtual tour aboard the Sea
Princess.  Discover Acadia’s
beauty, from the ocean and on
land, through images of the
Park’s trails, mountains, and
coastline.

On Wednesday, Oct. 21 at 2
pm, Chris McKenzie, PT,
DPT, OCS, SCS, PES will pre-
sent “Get Your Life Back from
Arthritis – with Special

Emphasis on the Neck and
Back.”  He will explain what
arthritis is and is not, as
many people think they have
arthritis when they might not!  

McKenzie will also cover the
causes of osteoarthritis, so you
can learn how to prevent it
from spreading, how
osteoarthritis affects your
mobility and strength, and
what you can do to reverse its
negative effects.  He will
demonstrate simple exercises

and discuss a simple daily
routine to fight arthritis, so
you can have greater confi-
dence on your feet.  Learn
strategies to lessen body pain
from arthritis, so you can live
your life with less or no pain
and soreness.

McKenzie is a board-certi-
fied Sports & Orthopedic
Physical Therapist with
McKenzie Sports Physical
Therapy here in East Falls. 

COVID-19 cancellations

In addition to cancelling in-
person programs and using
Zoom, East Falls Village has
not been able to provide in-
person volunteer services for
our members due to COVID-
19.  These members services
include house calls from our
Tech Team and rides to med-
ical appointments.  When we
are able to resume such ser-
vices, we will alert our mem-
bers and prospective
members.  

A
federal judge ruled
Sept. 25 that the
Trump administration

cannot end the 2020 census
on Sept. 30.  The judge
ordered that the count contin-
ue through Oct. 31.

Testimony in the case
before the U.S. District Court
for Northern California indi-

cated that the census was
delayed by the COVID-19
pandemic, western wildfires,
flooding and balky software.

The count every 10 years
determines the distribution of
funds to states and cities, and
the allotment of Congression-
al and state legislative seats.

Individuals who have not

filled out the census can do so
at www.mycensus.gov or by
calling toll-free 844-330-2020.

The Washington Post
reported that the administra-
tion sought to end the count
early to begin processing
state-by-state data so as not
to miss a Dec. 31 deadline for
sending the figures to Presi-

dent Trump.
“That was widely seen,” the

Post said, “as an effort to
ensure that Mr. Trump -- and
not Joseph R. Biden Jr.,

should he win the presiden-
tial election – controls census
figures that will be used next
year to reallocate seats in the
House of Representatives and
draw political boundaries
nationwide.”

Judge Lucy Koh ruled, how-
ever, that the Sept. 30 dead-
line risked creating a flawed
count.

To fill out the census visit
www.mycensus.gov or call
toll-free 844-330-2020.

According to an order issued
by the Secretary of the PA
Department of Health and

signed by Gov. Tom Wolf, masks
must be worn whenever anyone
leaves home.  Masks are mandatory
in all public spaces.  

Members of the public
should wear homemade cloth
or fabric masks and save sur-
gical masks and N95 respira-
tors for health care workers
and first responders. 

The Department offers
these instructions on how to
make a homemade mask:

Materials needed:
• Fabric (100% cotton is

most effective)
• Fabric Ties
• Scissors
• Sewing machine or a nee-

dle and thread
Instructions:
• Measure and cut two

pieces of fabric in a rectangle
pattern to fit snugly around
the face (size12 inches by 6
inches is standard for adults).

• Tightly sew both layers
together on all edges.

• Cut fabric ties to fit
around the ears.

• Sew the ties to the insides
of the mask on the smaller
edge, repeat on both sides.

• Resew the sides to ensure
a tight seal between both
pieces of fabric and the ear-
piece.

Further information is at
www.health.pa.gov.  Unable
to sew? Follow simple instruc-
tions at cdc.gov.
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215-848-6433
corner of Fisk Ave. & Dobson St.

HOURS: 11 AM-10PM

10% o� orders of $15 or more when you mention this ad

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. 
Sodas. Groceries

Fast Pick-up or Delivery Service

The Straface Family has been serving East Falls
Since 1945

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. 

Great Pizza Since 1945Masks mandatory

in all public places

Census will run through Oct. 31

One of the nation’s most beloved and visited national parks,  Acadia protects a patch of coastal Maine where the North-
woods meet the wild Atlantic Ocean.  Explore it via Zoom on October 9 with EF Village.

EF Village zooms through books, travel and arthritis
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East Falls NOW October Restaurant and Business Guide

F.X.DUFFY & Co.

KEVIN P. DUFFY,

4265 Kelly Drive
Philadelphia, PA 19129
Tel. 215-438-8400
Fax 215-438-9630CPA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

LOOKYOUR BESTLOOK

East Falls Community Council

General Membership Meeting

7 pm Monday, Oct. 12

Zoom link at www.eastfallscommunity.org

E
ast Falls NOW and the East

Falls Community Council

present this service to our

readers and to the restaurant own-

ers and workers in our community.

Please visit www.eastfalls com-

munity.org for the latest informa-

tion. We’ll update this alphabetical

guide regularly. For questions or to

change or add information, please

email us at info@eastfallscommuni

ty.org.

We’ll also carry this guide in the

EFCC’s weekly emails. If you don’t

get them, send your email address

to the same address, info@east

fallscommunity.org.

At this time restaurants are per-

mitted to operate for outdoor seat-

ing, and to do deliveries and

take-out if orders are called-in or

submitted on-line ahead of pick-up.

They also can offer indoor seating,

restricted to 50 percent of their

capacity. Tables must be six feet

apart, according to city regulations,

and no more than four persons can

be at a table. Alcohol can be served

at tables, but seating or standing at

bars is not permitted. Masks must

be worn while entering and exiting

the premises. Also, movie theatres

and performing arts houses are per-

mitted to operate up to a 25-person

capacity. No food can be served and

patrons must wear masks at all

times.

4th Street Famous Cookies, 4177

Ridge Ave., 215-625-9870 or famous

cookies.com; order 8 am to 3 pm

Mon. to Thurs., 8:30 am to 1 pm Fri.;

Grub Hub.

Apollo’s Pizza, 3542 Conrad St.,

215-842-0178; take-out 11:30 am to

8:30 pm daily.

Black Squirrel, 3749 Midvale

Ave.; will open with an English pub-

style menu soon.

Cranky Joes, 3501 Indian Queen

Ln., 215-844-5626; 12 noon to 6 pm,

call for take-out food and beer.

East Falls Deli, Conrad and

Tilden Sts.; 267-297-5746; order

online at www.fallsdeliphilly.com;

takeout and delivery; 7 am to 3 pm,

Mon. to Tues.; 7 am to 6 pm, Wed.

to Fri.; 7 am to 3 pm, Sat. and Sun.

East Falls Farmers Market,

under the Twin Bridges between

Kelly Dr. and Ridge Ave., 10 am to

2 pm Sat

Fiorino, 3572 Indian Queen Ln.,

215-843-1500 or 877-585-1085; take

out 4 to 8:30 pm Wed. through

Sun.; sidewalk table service and

take-out.

Foghorn Fried Chicken, 4213

Ridge Ave; 267-335-3061; order

online: www. foghornphilly.com

take-out and delivery 12 noon to 8

pm daily.

Founded Coffee and Pizza, 3300

Henry Ave., 267-900-5338; order

online at www.foundedpizza.com;

take-out and delivery 10 am to 9

pm daily. Full pizza, sandwich, sal-

ad and platter menu.

Franklins, 3259 Cresson St., 267-

336-7420, google franklins east

falls; take-out limited menu and

beer, Wed. to Sun., 12 noon to 9 pm.

Frank’s Pizza, 3600 Fisk Ave.,

215-848-6433; order online at

www.frankspizzaeastfalls.com;

take-out & delivery; Grub Hub; piz-

za, steaks, hoagies, salads and plat-

ters; 11 am to 10 pm Mon. to Thurs.,

11 am to 10:30 pm Fri. and Sat., 11

am to 9:30 pm Sun.

Golden Crust Pizza, 3732 Mid-

vale Ave.; 215-848-4400; order

online at www.goldencrustpizzai-

ii.com; pickup and delivery; full

pizza, sandwich, salad and platter

menu, daily except Sunday.

In Riva, 4116 Ridge Ave., 215-

438-4848; order online at www.in-

riva.com; take-out, curb-side

service and delivery; opentable;

specials: ½ off draft beers, pizzas

and specialty cocktails, and

$5 house wines; 12 noon to 8 pm

daily.

LeBus, 4201 Ridge Ave., 484-

255-2100; order online at

www.lebuseastfalls.com;

Opentable; sidewalk table service,

takeout and delivery; 11 am to 9

pm Mon. through Fri, except

closed on Tues., 9 am to 9 pm Sat.

and Sun

Majors, 4207 Ridge Ave., 215-

848-0848, grocery and sandwishes

9 am to 8 pm Mon. to Sat.; closed

Sun.

Murphy’s Irish Saloon, 3333

Conrad St., 215-844-9683; side-

walk table service and take-out 4

to 8 pm, Thur. to Sun.

Nou Vaux Market, 3539 Vaux

St., corner of Tilden and Vaux Sts.,

215-438-7600; 8 am to 8 pm Mon.

to Fri., 8 am to 6 pm Sat. and Sun.;

local meats, Marchiano’s breads,

vegan and gluten-free products,

dairy, pet needs, lottery, seasonal

plants, tools and soil.

Shan Chuan, 4211 Ridge Ave.,

215-844-7889, shanchuaneastfalls

.com; 11:30 am to 10 pm Mon. to

Thurs., 11:30 am to 11 pm Fri. and

Sat., 12 noon to 10 pm , Sun 12

noon to 10 pm.

Side of the Road Jerk Chicken,

3502 Scotts Ln., Bldg. 21 in Sher-

man Mills, 267-297-7286 for take-

out and delivery; 12 noon to 8 pm

Tues. to Sat., 12 noon to 6 pm Sun.

Slices Pizza, 4249 Ridge Ave.,

215-843-4747; take-out and deliv-

ery; 11 am to 11 pm Sun. to Wed.,

11 am to 12 midnight Thurs. to Sat.

Terron vegan restaurant, 3426

Conrad St., 215-716-7111, order at

terronkitchen.com; take-out curb-

side service; free local lunch deliv-

ery and delivery anywhere via

Grubhub and Doordash; 11 am to 2

pm and 5 to 9 pm Mon. to Fri., Sat.

brunch 9 am to 2 pm, dinner 5 to 9

pm,Sun. brunch 10 am to 3 pm and

dinner 5 to 9 pm.

Thunder Mug, 4233 Ridge Ave.,

267-766-6950; call to order ahead or

on-line at www.thundermugcafe

.square.site for coffee and pastries;

8 am to 3 pm daily.

Trolley Car Cafe, 3269 S. Ferry

Rd. under the Twin Bridges, 267-

385-6703; trolleycarcafe.com; take-

out and delivery, Uber Eats and

Grub Hub; 9 am to 3 pm daily.

Vault + Vine, 3507 Midvale Ave.,

267-331-6292, cafe@vaultandvine

.co; open for bagged coffee, drink

and pastry curbside pick-up 8 am to

3 pm daily; plant shop open Thurs.

to Sat. for delivery, hello@valutand-

vine.co.

Wissahickon Brewery, 3705 W.

School House Ln., 215-483-8833 or

order online at www.wissahickon-

brew.com; take-out and delivery of

beer, snacks and doggy treats; 12

noon to 7pm daily.

Please consider giving to this go-

fund-me site to assist employees of

restaurants and bars in East Falls

who have been impacted by the coro-

navirus pandemic: www.gofundme

.com/f/support-east-falls-restau

rant-and-bar-workers

Also open in East Falls:
RG Group, quality printed sports-

wear, 877-549-7712 or ronangill.com

East Falls Eye Associates, Dr.

Jesse Jones, 4189 Ridge Ave., 215-

844-2406

SoLi Fitness, Derrick Johnson,

267-971-2943

East Falls Family Dentistry, Dr.

Hyosun Christine Kim, 3722 Mid-

vale Ave., 215-849-1826

Midvale Auto, 3629 Midvale Ave.,

215-843-1533

F.X. Duffy & Co., CPAs, 4265 Kel-

ly Dr., 215-438-8400

Connie Gillespie,

Elfant Wissahickon Realtors,

215-805-0696

Rutabaga, toy lending library and

gathering space, 3426 Conrad St.,

www.rutabagatoylibrary.com
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Food market at
Tilden and Vaux

The NouVaux
Market Co.
(215) 438 7600

Follow us for the latest specials

Discovering, Preserving and Appreciating 
the History of East Falls

Coming soon:

Virtual walking tour. “A Reprise Plus:

Architectural Gems of Upper East Falls”

Wednesday October 14, 7:00 pm. Details in this issue’s Calendar.

Support us as a member!

Find the membership form on our website, or email.

For all inquiries: eastfallshistory@gmail.com.

Eastfallshistoricalsociety.org    And, visit us on Facebook!

Bring a bit of Oktoberfest to your table with beer-basted German sausage
with onions.

Try beer-basted German sausage with onions
by Anne Farnese

O
ktoberfest, the world-
famous German cele-
bration dedicated to

beer, traces its origins to the
1810 wedding celebration of
Crown Prince Ludwig and
Princess Thérèse von Saxe-
Hildburghausen.  The wed-
ding was held in a lush
meadow now called
Thérèsienwiese, in honor of
the princess bride.  This

large open space in Munich
is party central for Oktober-
fest events.

The festival reflects the
importance of beer in Ger-
man culture.  In fact, a Puri-
ty Law, das Reinheitsgebot,
was enacted in 1516 to pro-
tect the beverage.  It stated
that only malted barley,
hops, yeast and water can be
used to brew German beer.

Centuries later, German
beers are as distinctive as
they are internationally

famous.  They range in flavor
from light-tasting Helles to
hold-onto-your-hat Doppel-
bocks that contain more than
seven percent alcohol.

Due to the COVID pan-
demic, Germany’s Oktober-
fest celebration was
cancelled this year.  But that
doesn’t mean German beer
can’t be celebrated.  Besides
quaffing the sudsy beverage,
it can also be used as an
ingredient.  Kitchen Corner
recommends this recipe from

Beck’s Beer.
Beer-basted German

sausage with onions
• 8 sausages, such as

bratwurst 
• 4 ounces Beck’s beer
• 2 ounces hot Dusseldorf

mustard
• 3 ounces canola oil
• 3 large onions, thinly

sliced
Heat canola oil in a large

nonstick skillet and add
sliced onions.

Sauté onions over low heat,

stirring often until they are
soft and caramelized. 

Watch carefully so the mix-
ture does not burn.

Season the cooked onions
with salt and pepper and stir
in the hot Dusseldorf mus-
tard.

Set aside.
Prepare a grill and cook

sausages, basting frequently
with Beck’s beer and serve
with the mustard-seasoned
onions packed on a toasted
roll.

Many thanks to all of our East Falls NOW advertisers.  They make it possible for the EFCC to publish the only
non-profit news publication delivered to every home in our community.  East Falls NOW also is distributed to 115
public locations, including offices, stores, restaurants, apartment houses, the Falls Library, SEPTA stations and

nine locations on the Jefferson University campus.  Our thanks to:

Aikido Martial Arts -- Ameriprise Financial -- Apollo’s Pizza
Connie Gillespie and Elfant-Wissahickon  Realtors -- Church of the Good Shephard

Renee Dwornitski, Psychotherapy -- Dr. Leaks and Alex Keating -- East Falls Eye Associates and Dr. Jesse Jones
East Falls Family Dentistry and Dr. Hyosun Christine Kim -- East Falls Farmers Market

East Falls Historical Society -- East Falls Sports Association -- East Falls Presbyterian Church
East Falls Village -- Frank’s Pizza -- Founded Pizza -- FX Duffy & Co., CPAs and Kevin Duffy

Friends of the Falls Free Library -- Hidden River Tutoring -- Jefferson University -- Longsword Summer Course
McIlvaine Funeral Home -- Midvale Ave. Auto Service -- Nou Vaux Market -- Old Academy Players

Shawn C. Smith and Hickory Pointe Financial Group -- Soli Fitness and Derrick Johnson -- TNT Remodelers
Terron Vegan Kitchen -- Trolley Car Café -- William Penn Charter School -- Wissahickon Brewery

To join this distinguished team, email ads@eastfallsnow.com

Your East Falls Community Council Executive Committee:
William Epstein, President; Todd Baylson, Vice President for Zoning; Mary Alice Duff, Vice President for Events;
Joseph Leube, Treasurer; Christina Spolsky, Communications Director and Corresponding Secretary; Mary Jean

Cunningham, Recording Secretary and Membership Chair; Christopher Caporellie, John Gillespie, Thomas Flynn,
Alex Keating, Emily Nichols, Robert Rabinowitz and Christopher Rooney, Executive Committee Members-at-large;

Barney Wittels, Immediate Past President 
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